May 23, 2021
Pentecost Sunday

Steps to Further Re-open
Our Church!
Pentecost Weekend 2021!

What is New for Masses?


All pews will be open for seating.



“Some safe distancing” is to be maintained.





The procession at the beginning of Mass will begin from
the back.
At the end of Mass, the priest will process to the back of
church.



A modified Sign of Peace will return (no physical contact).



The hymnals will be placed in the pews.

What stays the Same?


Masks are still required until further notice.



We will not be receiving from the chalice.



The Sunday Obligation remains suspended.





Holy Water will not be in the fonts at the doors of church,
and will be available in the dispensary at the main doors.
There is no Offertory Procession (“bringing up the gifts”).

Because there are changes daily, we will keep the parish updated.

Getting “Back to Normal”
at St. John the Baptist Parish

This past year we have been blessed to keep our Faith Formation
Program open. The Preschool has had a full registration.
Outreach has been open throughout the pandemic, and the Parish
Office as well. Since June we have celebrated Mass, funerals,
weddings, baptisms. We are able to livestream the 10:30 Sunday
Mass. This Pentecost weekend the Diocese has opened the
churches a little more as the effects of the pandemic let up.
The Pastoral Council, Finance Committee and Worship Committee
have continued to advise the pastor and staff about the vision and
mission of the parish.
We hope to return to “full operation” in the fall of 2021.
These are some of the steps that we will be working on:








All parish volunteers will update their information at the virtus
website before the fall. Further information will be shared
through the Ministry Heads.
Ministry Heads will contact Fr. Frank so that the parish
schedule can be finalized for the coming year.
Summer activities are still suspended as we prepare for “full
operation’” in the fall.
The bulletin and website will be the best source for current
information, as the situation changes quickly in New York State.

Summary
May 12, 2021
last meeting (Zoom) was June 3, 2020

Introduction of Parish Organizational
Associate, Dr. Jeffrey Pedersen: Jeff
explained his part-time role at St. John’s (usually on Mondays) as assisting
the pastor with administrative responsibilities so that he can focus more
on the pastoral duties of the parish.
Diocesan Communication about Further Reopening Steps: Fr. Frank is
working with the Worship Committee and Pastoral Council. Pentecost
Sunday we will implement the changes that the Diocese has authorized.
Council members are confident that parish members understand
reasonable ways for personal safety. Fr. Frank will speak at all the Masses
on May 15 and 16 with a general explanation of what to expect on May 22
and 23. Full details will be in the bulletin for Pentecost Sunday. We will be
using the summer to plan the parish schedule and ministries for the fall of
2021. Details about fall planning will also be in the bulletin.
Review of 100th Anniversary Plans: The Council has spent over two years
planning for the parish Jubilee. Fr. Frank reminded the Council that
details are on the parish website. Committees will be needed for some of
the activities and events that are planned. September, 2021 will launch
our anniversary year and conclude at the end of June, 2022 with the
Anniversary Mass with Bishop Barres.
Pastoral Council Members Terms: Council members serve for a three-year
term and membership rotates each year. This past year all members
agreed to serve another year during the pandemic. The Council members
agree to extend their terms one more year, which will include overseeing
the Jubilee Year for the parish family.
Roundtable: members share their ideas with the pastor. These included
notification of the First Communions, ways to communicate with people
who still choose to stay at home, continuing livestreaming the 10:30 Mass,
Msgr. Bennett’s anniversary Mass on May 23.

Finance Committee
Wednesday, May 5, 2021
Summary
The Finance Committee met (via Zoom) and reviewed
the current financial situation of our parish. Fr. Frank
introduced the new parish trustee, Steve Gallagher, and
the new chair of the finance committee, Bob Lutz. He
also welcomed the new members of the committee, Dick
Amper and Tom McEnany. Dr. Jeffrey Pedersen, Parish
Organizational Associate, explained his part-time role at
St. John’s (one day a week) and St. Mark’s (two days a
week). He will assist Fr. Frank with the facilities,
staffing, and parish planning. Fr. Frank also updated the
committee on the bankruptcy of the diocese. He does not
see an impact on the parish. Lawsuits are paid from
insurance policies and not from the Catholic Ministries Appeal or the support parishes send the diocese
each year. The 100th Anniversary is coming next year, and the Pastoral Council will continue to oversee
the celebrations. At this time, Fr. Frank writes a reflection on our patron saint, St. John the Baptist, in the
weekly bulletin and the series (already 22 parts) is on the website. The pilgrimage to the Holy Land (March
2022) is already being booked with pilgrims.
The Committee reviewed the full reports of our parish finances. Highlights of our discussion include:
•

Generosity During the Pandemic: Although parish income declined during the past year, parishioners
have been very generous and we are able to meet all parish bills and payroll. The PPP loans from the
government helped cover some of the costs of our parish payroll over the past year.

•

Preschool Success: Last spring the Finance Committee strongly recommended that the Preschool try
its best to be open for the fall of 2021. While other programs in our area closed, St. John the Baptist
Preschool has a strong enrollment. The safety measures put in place have been very successful. The
enrollment projected for the fall of 2022 is already very strong. The Committee, as well as our parents,
are pleased that we have been able to have our Preschool during the pandemic

•

Livestreamed Mass: One of the best moments for our parish during the pandemic has been our
ability to livestream Sunday Mass. Fr. Frank explained that two years ago we had fully updated our
sound system (the $24,000 was covered because of the good stewardship of our parishioners). The
permanent “webcam” was put in place in June, using the state-of-the-art sound system, and the
Knights of Columbus donated the $6000 for the camera. The Committee was unanimous in agreeing
that livestream has been a powerful way for our families to connect with the parish and the Eucharist
during the pandemic.

•

Annual Finance Report: The Finance Committee usually presents the full financial report during
October or November. This coming fall we will return to the annual report presented at all the Masses
and in the bulletin. The Committee wants to assure the parish that we are in a strong financial
position at this time, due to the good stewardship of our parish family, the government loans, and
wise stewardship of our resources. The 2022 Report will include a summary of the past year as well.

At the next meeting we will review the annual budget. We are not sure when the budget is due to the
diocese and will set our next meeting date when we are notified of the due date.

Congratulations,
Monsignor John Bennett, on your
50th Anniversary of Ordination
to the Priesthood!

Tea
Hot cocoa
Canned chicken
Canned pasta
Canned white potatoes
Facial tissue

WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR

Congratulations to our Newly Confirmed
Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2021, 10:30 a.m.

Jesse Aguilar
Nicole Gambella
Royce James
Tiffany James
Alexa McGraw
Kyle McGraw
Thank you to the RCIA Team:
Rosemary Desimone, Anne Keillor, Jane Oliva

Lily Alarcon, Anna McNeill,
Kaitlyn Battista, Lily Nigrel,
Devin Caserta, Joseph Romeo,
Phoebe Cresser, Liliana Salemi,
Madison Ennis, Jonathan Sarcone,
Dylan Falcone, Ella Schoeppler,
Christopher Flood, Connor Storz,
Landon Gengler, Emily Sudmann,
Cutter Kops, Ryan Tufano, Savannah Jones, Nicholas Ulrich,
Jackson Lewin, Timothy Ulrich, Matthew Martin.
Next Weekend:
5:15 p.m. Luca Gallagher
10:30 a.m. Reid Halpin, Owen Lundin

23. St. John the Baptist in the Holy Land:
The Baptism of Jesus, Location #2 (5/23/21)

The site of John’s baptisms is in
the “wilderness” area just north
of the Dead Sea where the
Jordan River ends.
Today there are two countries
in this area, the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, and the
State of Israel. The site on
the western side of the area,
Qasr al-Yahud, is the official
name of the site administered by
the Israeli Ministry of Tourism.
Since the Six Day War (1967) it
has been closed because it was
surrounded by mine fields.
Fifty years later the Franciscans returned to the site — January 2021 (the
mine fields are now cleared). The
church there is dedicated to St.
John the Baptist.
St. John the Baptist, pray for us!

Mass Presiders Schedule
This Weekend: Pentecost Sunday
Saturday, May 22, 5:15 p.m.

Father James

Sunday, May 23, 8:00 a.m.

Father James

Sunday, May 23, 10:30 a.m.

Father Frank (adult confirmations)

Sunday, May 23, 1:30 p.m.

Msgr. Bennett (50th Anniversary)

Next Weekend: The Most Holy Trinity
Saturday, May 29, 5:15 p.m.

Father Frank

Sunday, May 30, 8:00 a.m.

Father James

Sunday, May 30, 10:30 a.m.

Msgr. Bennett

All are invited to celebrate Msgr. John
Bennett’s 50th Anniversary of Ordination
to the priesthood next Sunday, May 23rd
as a special Mass at 1:30 p.m. Monsignor
will greet people in the Parish Hall after
Mass.

Please remember the faithful departed.

Monday, May 24, 8:30 a.m.,
Camille & Michael Mascaro
Tuesday, May 25, 8:30 a.m.,
Charles Wirth

May they rest in peace.

During the pandemic, Funeral Masses
can be scheduled. Approximately 100 are
permitted to attend.

Wednesday, May 26, 8:30 a.m.,
Camille & Michael Mascaro

Thursday, May 27, 8:30 a.m.,
Anthony Delpriore
Saturday, May 29, 5:15 p.m.,
Timothy M. Donnery
Sunday, May 30,
8:00 a.m.
Bill Vitollo
Upcoming Baptism Dates:

10:30 a.m.
Christine Iorfida

12:00 Noon
June 6
June 20
July 4
July 18
Baptism Class last Sunday of the month
right after the 10:30 a.m. Mass

WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday Collection, May 16, 2021: $ 8,228.65 (up 2.75%)
Sunday Collection, May 17, 2020: $ 8,008.44
(Last year at this time the Pandemic was announced.)

Many are facing financial hardship, and we are deeply grateful to those
who have mailed in their envelope, dropped it in the mailbox
in the upper parking lot, or used Faith Direct.
Thank you to those who “caught up” with a full month’s donations!

Please consider “automated giving” as you reflect on support of our parish family!

The fruitful ministries at our parish are examples of how
many of you have answered, and continue to answer,
that call. To ensure such work can continue requires not
only gifts of time, but also of financial help. I ask you to
prayerfully consider supporting our parish with electronic
donations through Faith Direct. You can find paper enrollment forms in the parish
office, or you can sign up online at www.faithdirect.net by using our church code,
NY67.

Special Collections:
05/30
06/06
06/13
06/20

Outreach
Grammar Schools
Outreach
Father’s Day

Living Stewardship ~ Pillar of Service

On this day of Pentecost, ask the Holy
Spirit to guide you so as to do God’s
will.

Finance Committee, 2020-2021
Dr. Barbara Fontana, Trustee, ex officio
Steven Gallagher, Trustee, ex officio
Robert Lutz, Chair
Richard Amper
Thomas McEnany
Lisa Kelly

Worship Committee, 2020-2021
Cheryl MacDougall, chair
James MacDougall
William Hennessy
Barbara Johnston
Liz McNeill
John O’Hare
Elizabeth Waskowiak
Edward Waskowiak

Pastoral Council Members,
2020-2021
Vincent Manzello, Chair
Daniel Bealey
Linda Bealey
Rosemary Desimone
Dr. Barbara Fontana (trustee)
Michelle Gaffney
Michelle Gallucci
Kevin Heavey
Maria Maxwell
Richard Rossin

PASTORAL STAFF
Phone: 631-929-4339
Pastor: Father Frank Schneider, ext. 16
pastor@sjbwr.org
Associate Pastor: Father James Calledo
paxjim94@yahoo.com
Deacon: Fred Finter, ext. 44
deaconfred@sjbwr.org
Deacon: Vincent Pozzolano, ext. 45
v7vac@hotmail.com
Parish Organizational Associate: Dr. Jeffrey Pedersen jpedersen@sjbwr.org (ext. 10)
Faith Formation Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Oliva, ext. 12
reled@sjbwr.org
Outreach Director: Deborah O’Hare, ext. 22
stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com
Music Coordinator: Liz McNeill (631) 495-8913
emcneill@sjbwr.org
Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Johnston
Bookkeeper: Lindsay Finter, ext. 17
lfinter@sjbwr.org
Receptionist: Sue Kozakiewicz, ext. 10
office@sjbwr.org
Preschool
Director: Mrs. Gayle Mercurio, ext. 14 preschool@sjbwr.org
Secretary: Susan Plattner, ext. 19
preschool@sjbwr.org
Preschool Phone: 631-929-3220
Maintenance: Servio Ortiz
Weekend Priest Assistants: Msgr. John Bennett
Parish Outreach Hours: Tues & Thurs 10am-2pm
Parish Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Website: www.sjbwr.org

Bread, wine, altar candles
Should you like to donate the candles, bread, wine for the celebration
of the weekend Eucharist,
especially in memory of a loved one,
please contact the Parish Office, 631-929-4339, ext. 10.
Tabernacle Lamp
The Tabernacle Lamp indicates that the Blessed Sacrament is present in church. The
red candle can be memorialized for the week of your choice.
All memorials are published in the bulletin.

Eucharistic Adoration
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration on the main altar
in the church every Wednesday afternoon.
All novenas and devotions are suspended at this time.
Silent prayer during Adoration Hours.

For those serving in the Military
Michael Brennan, Patrick Hanley, Jeffrey L. Beilman
Jr., Ryan Santiro, Thomas G. Verbeeck, Michelle Verbeeck, Joseph DeMonte IV, Michael Anderson, Devin Henry, Marielle Verbeeck, Cassidy
Vail, Evan Purdy, Sean Tully, Sean Brady, Lauren Rodriguez

For the Homebound, the Sick and in Hospice Care
For all those who are suffering from the coronavirus, and also John Ryan,
Thomas Mongiello, Ann Bertolini, Edward Hegel, Christine Pernice, Pat Krupski

