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Our Vision and Mission Statement 
guides our pastoral planning 

 
Established in 1922, the parish family of St. John the Baptist 

Church welcomes and invites all people to our community,  

especially those in need. Guided by the Holy Spirit we are  

sustained by the Sunday Eucharist, the Word of 

God, and the Sacraments.  All are encouraged to 

share their time, talent and treasure as we grow in 

love through our Catholic faith and the life, death 

and resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Phone:  631-929-4339 

 

Pastor:  Father Frank Schneider, ext. 16      pastor@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Deacon: Fred Finter, ext. 44        deaconfred@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Deacon: Vincent Pozzolano, ext. 45 

Faith Formation Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Oliva, ext. 12     reled@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Outreach Director: Deborah O’Hare, ext. 22      stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com 

Music Coordinator: Liz McNeill (631) 495-8913        emcneill@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Youth Minister:  Michael Clauberg, ext. 18      youth@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Johnston   

Bookkeeper:  Lindsay Finter, ext. 17          lfinter@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Receptionist:  Jeannine Nicosia, ext. 10       office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Preschool  

 Director: Mrs. Gayle Mercurio, ext. 14         preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

 Secretary:  Susan Plattner, ext. 19         preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Maintenance:  Servio Ortiz 

Weekend Priest Assistants:  Father Ted Howard and Msgr. John Bennett 

Parish Outreach Hours:  Tues & Thurs 10am-2pm; Tues 7-8:30pm 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Website:  www.stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 
General Mailbox/Front Desk: ext. 10.   Contact us by email: office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 
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Lent 

 

2019 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday is this Wednesday, March 6, 2019. 
It is a day of fast (one full meal)  

and abstinence (no meat). 
Schedule: 

9:00 am Mass with distribution of ashes 
12:00 noon service with distribution of ashes 

4:30 pm service with distribution of ashes 
7:30 pm Mass with distribution of ashes. 

 
Lenten Morning Prayer, Mon-Thurs, 8:30 am 

Lenten Daily Mass, Mon-Thurs, 9:00 am 
Stations of the Cross, Fridays, 9:00 am 

Confessions, Sat, 4:00 pm; April 15, 4pm, 7 pm 
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North Shore Clericus Lenten Prayer Services 

Wednesdays at 12:00 noon. 

 

As has been our tradition, the churches comprising the North Shore Clericus 

in our area will once again be conducting prayer services throughout Lent, to 

which all are invited. Various churches will host and will welcome guest 

preachers from the different congregations.  

 

Our schedule for the 2019 Lenten Season is as follows: 

 

March 13-  St. Anthony’s RC Church, Rocky Point 

                     Preacher-Reverend David Coello from Middle Island                                                          

                     Presbyterian Church 

 

March 20-  Wading River Congregational Church 

                     Preacher-Reverend Jeffrey Madley or Reverend Tom                                                                                                                                                                    

                     Tuite from St. Mark’s RC Church 

 

March 27-  St. John the Baptist RC Church, Wading River 

                     Preacher-Reverend John McGinty from St. Anselm’s                                                                 

                     Episcopal Church 

 

April 3-  North Shore United Methodist Church, Wading River 

                 Preacher-Reverend Brock Evans from Wading River                  

                  Baptist Church 

 

April 10-  Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Rocky Point 

                  Preacher-Reverend Jerry Ringenback from St.                  

                  Anthony’s RC Church 

 

April 17-  April 17-St. Mark’s RC Church, Shoreham 

   Preacher-Reverend Richard Ajer or Reverend Bruce                                                                                 

                  Kaifler from Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

All services begin at 12 noon.  

Participants are invited to bring lunch and join in the fellowship.  

Each host church will provide beverages and desserts.  

. 
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Bulletin Series 2018-2019 

 

Understanding the 
Mass 

 

25.  Sign of Peace 
At the sign of peace, worshipers are invited to show their 

peace and love before receiving the Eucharist, which   

accomplishes their unity most perfectly. The nature of 

the sign is to be determined by the culture of the people 

who express it. In the United States, the bishops let local 

communities determine the actions and words. We have 

no set formula or gesture for     extending this sign. Most 

often worshipers will shake hands and say, “Peace be with you.” But you may also see 

them kiss or embrace, wave or flash a two-fingered sign of peace. Although today it 

would seem cold to omit the sign of peace, it is optional. Introduced in the 1960s to a 

bashful church unaccustomed to speaking to one another at worship, it broke the silent 

mood before communion. Now it has become a welcome expression of unity among those 

preparing for communion together in Christ. 

The invitation to extend the sign of peace comes from the deacon. The deacon      

directs posture, gesture, and action in the liturgy. He tells us when to stand or sit, when to 

leave and when to show peace. 

The placement of the sign of peace still confuses some who think it comes too late 

to say hello and too early to say goodbye. However, the purpose of the sign is not to      

extend a greeting. It is to express our love; it foreshadows our communion. It’s like an    

all-for-one huddle before the team charges into play. Team members should have said  

hello to one other long before. In fact, some communities take a few moments before 

Mass begins precisely to encourage worshipers to greet those near them. Such a greeting 

allows people to feel at home, and it can also be shared by catechumens who will be     

dismissed after the homily. The sign of peace has a purpose deeper than a greeting-it     

expresses the unity of those baptized in Christ. 

When extending the sign of peace, attentive worshipers resist turning it into  a 

break. This is not the time to congratulate someone on their anniversary, to set up an                

appointment, or to exchange messages with the servers. It is the time to express peace   

and love.    Copyright © 2012 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St. #170, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. 

Paul Turner 
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Summary 

February 27, 2019  (January meeting canceled) 

Opening Prayer:  Vinny Manzello 

Pastor’s Report:  Fr. Frank updated the Council on the 

current steps in the Pastoral Plan.  We have begun       

Special Needs Faith Formation, which will meet once a 

month (on Saturday afternoons).  The word is spreading 

in the community, especially through social media.  

Youth Group will be moving to Monday evenings.  The 

Youth Minister has spoken with the teens and families and they recommended the change.  The 

church signage will be changed before Easter with a special invitation for Easter Mass and the 

Mass schedule. 

 

Moving the Blessed Sacrament and Parish Education:  The Council feels strongly that      

education is a key component when changes are made. As of the first weekend of March, the 

Tabernacle is moved to the center of the sanctuary.  The bulletin has carried an information 

page about how we reverence the Blessed Sacrament.  Father Frank also spoke at all the Masses 

the last weekend of February, and the Liturgical Ministers had a special meeting to explain the 

changes and have an opportunity to ask questions.    

Renewal of Church Interior:  The Worship Committee continues to study how best to renew 

the church interior for the Jubilee Year and to make it more warm, welcoming and prayerful.  

Some of the ideas that have surfaced include (1) highlighting the Sanctuary, (2) repairing the 

Sanctuary floor, (3) highlighting the shrines of Mary and Joseph, (4) adding some color into the 

church, (5) repairing the six doors, (6) making a more permanent area for the Sacrament of 

Baptism, and (7) consider bringing the old crucifix back into the Sanctuary.  The Council is 

open to these ideas and recommends getting feedback from parishioners about these ideas. 

Jubilee Year:  The Council continues its discussion about the 100th anniversary of the parish 

(2021-2022).  Fr. Frank shared a suggestion for the Jubilee Logo.  The Council agrees that there 

are three major components to the Jubilee:  (1) Celebration of our history, our community 

through various events, (2) Renewal of 

our faith through prayer, renewal of the 

church interior and worship opportunities, 

and (3) Inspiration for the future of our 

parish, especially for those who will 

“carry the torch” into the years ahead.  

The Council will work on more concrete 

aspects of the Jubilee Year and seek feed-

back from the parishioners. 

 

Roundtable 

Next meeting:  March 20, 2019 

Pastoral Council Members 2018-2019 

       

      

     Term Ends 

Rosemary Desimone    8/31/21 

Dr. Barbara Fontana (trustee)   ex officio 

Michelle Gaffney    8/31/21 

Kevin Heavey     8/31/20 

Ginny Lutz     8/31/19 

Vinny Manzello    8/31/20 

Maria Maxell     8/31/21 

John O’Hare     8/31/19 

Rich Rossin (trustee)    ex officio 

Jeff Steinbrecher    8/31/19 
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Thank you to those who shared  
their on-line Lenten resources! 

Catholic Faith Network (Telecare): 
“CFN Lenten Minutes”  cfntv.org 

 

From Ashes to Glory:  ignatianspirituality.com 

 

Forty Days for Life:  40daysforlife.com 

 

Sacred Space Daily Lenten Meditations:  sacredspace.com 

 

“Best Lent Ever”; dynamiccatholic.com 
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   St. John’s Preschool Registration for  
  September 2019-June 2020 

Open Registration: Monday - Thursday 9:30am to 2:30pm 
(or by appointment at any time) 

 

 

On Tuesday, March 5, the  

ladies’ L.I.F.T. group will meet at 

7 PM in the parish hall.   

Topic:  Lent - the history of the 

season and what it means for us 

today. Gatherings always include prayer, song, pleasant conversation, 

and of course refreshments! All women are welcome! 



 
WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR  

SACRAMENTS 
(Please see the Parish Website for full details) 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

 

Daily Mass: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

 

Holydays of Obligation:  posted in bulletin and website 

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

Saturday, 4:00pm to 4:45pm.   

Please feel free to call Fr. Frank and make an appointment to celebrate the sacrament. 

 

Baptism 

We suggest that you contact us before your child is born! Call or email the Parish Office.   

Baptisms are scheduled monthly on the first Sunday throughout the year, and also the third 

Sunday from April to September.  They are held at 1:00 p.m. from September thru June and at 

12 noon during July and August. 

 

Marriage 
 Contact the Parish Office so that we can arrange the marriage interview and set your date. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Call the Parish Office, or speak to Father Frank before/after Mass. 
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Tickets Are On Sale After Mass this Week and Next !  
 

  

 St. Patrick’s Day Gala 

Saturday, March 16th, 6:15-10:30 PM 

Tickets Are On Sale Now  

               In the Parish and Outreach Offices 

 And after all masses beginning February 23-24 

 

Dinner 

Corned Beef and Shepherd’s Pie 

Wine, Beer, Soda 

 

Entertainment 

The Irish Band Fiddler’s Green 

Step Dancers from the Inish free School of Irish Dance 

 

$35/person 

No tickets available at the door. 

If you have a group of eight, 

We’ll reserve a table in your name. 

 

Raffles 

Anyone wishing to donate prizes for the raffles should call us at 929-4339 ext. 22. 

We also need people to solicit prizes from our local merchants. 

 

Townhouse Raffle 

Tickets are on sale now at the Parish Office and Outreach Office for the raffle of a 

one week stay in a townhouse in Kissimmee, Florida.  Dates for your stay are 

based on availability. All sales benefit the Outreach Ministry.  The winning raffle 

ticket will be drawn on March 16 at the St. Patrick’s Day Gala.  You do not have 

to be present to win. 

 

Peggy’s Pantry Needs 
pancake syrup 

ketchup 

deodorant 

razors 
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United States Catholic Conference of Bishops 
https://www.usccb.org 

The readings are available in printed form and 
also you can listen to them on audio 

 
 

Catholic Online 
https://www.catholic.org/bible/daily_reading/ 

Deacon Keith Fournier’s video of the readings 

 

  

Mass Presiders 

 

This Weekend:   

Saturday, March 2, 5:00 p.m. 

Father Ted 

 

Sunday, March 3, 7:30 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, March 3, 9:15 a.m.  

Father Frank 

 
Sunday, March 3, 11:15 a.m. 

Msgr. Bennett 

 

 

 

Next Weekend:  

Saturday, March 9, 5:00 p.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, March 10, 7:30 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, March 10, 9:15 a.m.  

Msgr. Bennett 

 
Sunday, March 10, 11:15 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

 SUNDAY 
 READINGS 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwio8IKI_u3fAhVlUt8KHakoDIcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholic.org%2Fbible%2Fdaily_reading%2F&psig=AOvVaw3ftKFtjY9CKBaoZyo_WOfz&ust=1547579715831858
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLzdG6_u3fAhVSU98KHXLrCW0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.foryourmarriage.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw1fFrtiacHzOPuRrrgX1MsA&ust=1547579872777392


 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

February 24th, 2019  $ 5,760.50 

Faith Direct   $ 2,965.07 

 Total    $ 8,725.57 

 

  

       

Last year at this time: 

Sunday Collection  $ 5,737.50 

Faith Direct   $ 2,528.57 

Total     $ 8,266.07 

 
  

We thank you for your                

generosity! 
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Please consider “automated giving” as you reflect on support of 

our parish family! 
The fruitful ministries at our parish are examples of how 

many of you have answered, and continue to answer, that 

call. To ensure such work can continue requires not only 

gifts of time, but also of financial help. I ask you to  

prayerfully consider supporting our parish with electronic 

donations through Faith Direct. You can find paper 

enrollment forms in the parish office, or you can sign up 

online at www.faithdirect.net by using our church code, NY67. 

Special Collections: 
  
 

3/6 Ash Wed. for the Poor 

3/10 Church in Need 

3/24  Outreach 

3/31 Catholic Relief Services 

2019 Catholic Ministries 

Appeal 
Goal $47,500 

Pledges $7,050 

Over (Under) ($40,450) 

Donors 34 

Percent of Goal 14.8% 

We are grateful this week for all 
Christian stewards who do not 
judge our brothers and sisters 
but lead them to Jesus, Who is 
the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
To be stewards of the Faith, we 
must show the world our Risen 
Lord.   

 
 

http://www.faithdirect.net
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Upcoming Baptism Dates 

 

March 17 

April 7 

May 5 

May 19 

Monday, March 4, 9 am 

William Vitolo 

 

Tuesday, March 5, 9 am 

Michael DeSantis 

 

Wednesday, March 6, 

9 am   

Jane Brennan 

7:30 pm 

Michael Rosello 

 

Thursday, March 7, 9am 

Richard Scheschowitz 

 

Saturday, March 9, 5pm 

Joan Lambert Mastrogiacomo 

 

Sunday, March 10, 

7:30am 

Dennis Michalek 

9:15am 

James J. Read 

11:15am 

Kristopher Appel 

 

 

 

 

 
Please remember  

the faithful departed  

in your prayers. 

 

Frank Layden 

John Delaney 

 

May they rest in peace. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

For those serving our country in the Military 
Michael Brennan, Patrick Hanley, Jeffrey L. Beilman Jr., Ryan Santiro,                               

Thomas G. Verbeeck, Michelle Verbeeck, Joseph DeMonte IV, Nicholas Altman,  

Michael Anderson, Devin Henry, Marielle Verbeeck, Cassidy Vail, Evan Purdy,  

Sean Tully, Sean Brady 

For the Homebound, the Sick and in Hospice Care 
Elizabeth Wiwczar, John Ryan 
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All are invited to the recitation  
of the Rosary after the 9 am  
daily mass and Tuesday 
evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration on the 

main altar in the church every  

Wednesday afternoon, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.   

Please join us for prayer and Adoration! 

2:00 p.m. Rosary for Life;  

3:00 p.m. Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

In Memoriam 

Should you like to donate the candles, 

bread, wine for the celebration of the 

Eucharist, especially in memory of a 

loved one, please contact the Parish 

Office, 631-929-4339, ext 10. 
All are welcome 
to join the 
monthly healing 

service that takes place at 9 a.m. on the first  
Saturday of every month.  You can pray for  
anyone, including yourself, who you feel has a 
need for physical, as well as emotional healing. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjfv4GfvpbYAhVKct8KHTvAAyAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D9IQHqpPCK80&psig=AOvVaw1G4rBnyRBFnaZYjDm2c0AN&ust=1513787010066408


       Page 15 

Around our Area and our Diocese 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
"Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be firm, steadfast, always fully 

devoted to the work of the Lord." Be firm, steadfast and devoted to your  

marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next 

Weekends are Apr 26-28, 2019 in Huntington, NY and Jun 28-30, 2019 in 

Huntington, NY. For more information, call John & Toni Torio at 877-697-9963 or visit 

them at https://wwmenyli.org/. 

 

For more information, contact Office of Faith Formation, 516-678-

From the Office of Worship, Diocese of Rockville Centre 

Abstinence and Fasting. All Catholics who have reached their fourteenth year are bound to 
abstain entirely from meat/poultry on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent. All Catholics 
between the ages of eighteen and fifty-nine inclusive are also bound to observe the law of fast 
on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. This means limiting oneself to a single full meal and 
avoiding food between meals. Two other light meals, which together do not equal a full meal, 
may be taken during the day. Those whose work or health would be impaired are excused 
from fast and abstinence. Individual conscience should decide proper cause for excuse. A more 
serious reason is required to excuse oneself from Ash Wednesday and Good Friday fast and 
abstinence.  

https://wwmenyli.org/

