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Fourth Sunday of Lent  
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PALM SUNDAY (MARCH 28) 

Mass at 5:15 Saturday, 8:00 and 10:30 am: Holy Week begins with the proclama-

tion of the Passion according to Mark.  Palms are distributed as you enter church. 

SACRED TRIDUUM 

Holy Thursday (April 1) 

7:30 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper The very heart of our parish  family is the  

Eucharist, and all are invited to be part of this liturgy.  The “Mandatum” gospel is 

read, the Washing of the Feet.   

 Good Friday (APRIL 2) 

3:00 p.m. Service of the Lord’s Passion is the ancient liturgy with St. John’s  

Passion, Veneration of the Cross, and Holy Communion.   

 Holy Saturday (APRIL 3) 

11:00 - 12 Noon Confessions 

7:30 p.m. Solemn Easter Vigil is the highpoint of the Church Year.  We welcome 

the Light of Christ into our darkened church, listen to the vigil of readings, and  

renew our Baptism Promises in the light of the Paschal Candle.  Bring your family 

to this powerful experience of our faith! 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Easter Sunday (April 4):   

Easter Mass at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
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Is Holy Week and the Triduum different  

this year during the Pandemic? 

 

Last year we were not permitted to open the church during 

Holy Week and Easter.  This year we are following our 

protocols and all Holy Week and Triduum masses and services will be open to the parish.  

However, there are some changes because of the pandemic. 

 

Palm Sunday:  There are no processions permitted during the pandemic, and our usual  

Solemn Procession on Palm Sunday from the parish hall to the church will not occur.  Palms 

are blessed before Palm Sunday and are available for those who would like them.  They will 

be in the gathering area as you enter church. 

 

Holy Thursday:  During the pandemic there is no Washing of the Feet (the “Mandatum”).   

Because no processions are permitted, there is no solemn procession at the end of the Mass 

of the Lord’s Supper from the church to the parish hall and the Altar of Reposition.  Holy 

Thursday liturgy ends with the Eucharist placed in the tabernacle.  After quiet prayer, the 

priest will leave the altar and return to the sacristy.  The congregation remains for prayer and 

leaves in silence. 

 

Good Friday:  There are three parts to the Service of the Lord’s Passion:  the Liturgy of the 

Word and Reading of the Passion of St. John, Veneration of the Cross, and Reception of Holy 

Communion.  During the pandemic, the congregation will adore the cross in silence from their 

seats and not approach the cross individually. 

 

Easter Vigil:  The Solemn Easter Vigil will begin inside the church.  The congregation will not 

gather outside before mass for the Blessing of the Easter Fire.  Otherwise, the Vigil remains 

the same. 
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15. Jesus the “Lamb of God” (3/14/21) 

When we returned to “Ordinary Time” after the  
Christmas season, we listened to the gospel of John and 
the call of the first disciples (John 1 :35ff).  John points 
out Jesus to his disciples, saying, “Behold the Lamb of 
God!”  In our patron saint series we reflected on John’s 
unique use of this title of Jesus in the gospels and how it 
deepens our understanding of who Jesus is. 

This past Sunday’s gospel is again from the gospel of 
John, just one chapter later.  The Cleansing of the  

Temple (John 2: 15ff) occurs in the very beginning of the ministry of Jesus.  (Most of us think of 
the Cleansing of the Temple the day after his triumphal entry into Jerusalem during the first 
“holy week.”  This is in the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke.  The gospel of John is different.)  
Jesus has begun his ministry and called his first disciples (John 1) and performed the first of the 
seven Great Signs (miracles) at the wedding of Cana (John 2).  Now he journeys up to Jerusalem 
to celebrate the Passover, and enters the temple area. 

While we usually think of his “cleansing” the temple to make it more of a “house of prayer,” let’s 
remember that the acts of Jesus all have many levels of symbolic meaning.  In John’s gospel it 
clearly states it was “the time of Passover” and so people came to purchase their Passover 
lamb.  The lambs were slaughtered by the priests later in the week and distributed so that the 
Seder meal could be celebrated in their homes. 

Jesus clears the temple of all the buying and selling, including at this time of year the Passover 
lambs.  His words “I shall destroy this temple and rebuild it in three days” clearly means “he was 
referring to his body.”  Jesus, the Lamb of God, the Paschal Lamb who is sacrificed to save us 
from the slavery of sin and the powers of death, has no further need of the ritual lambs for the 
Passover meal.  He himself is the Lamb who will be slain.  He himself is the new Temple where 
God abides in love for his people.  Jesus is the Son of the loving Father who has given us his 
only begotten son because he so loved the world. 

John the Baptist has given Jesus this title which helps us understand the ministry of Jesus from 
the very beginning.  In John’s gospel there are six more great “Signs,” culminating in the death 
and resurrection.  On the cross we “behold the Lamb of God” who takes away the sins of the 
world.  We are reminded that as followers of the Lamb we, too, are to give up our lives in love 
and service of our neighbor.  Like the Lamb it is in “dying that we are reborn to Eternal Life.”  
Indeed, John the Baptist will himself become a “lamb of sacrifice” when he is beheaded by 
Herod at the fortress of Machaerus.   

Question for Reflection:  This Lent, how am I denying myself so that I can follow the Lamb,  
wherever he goes? 
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Preschool Registration for September 2021-June 2022 
Now Open 

For more information, please call 631-929-3220 

 
Pre-K    4 yr olds 
M/T/W/TH/F-AM   9:15 AM-12:00 PM 
  
Pre-K    4 yr olds 
M/W/F -  AM  9:00 AM-11:45 AM 
 
Pre-K    4 yr olds 
T/W/TH - PM  12:15 PM-2:45 PM 
 
Talented Twos  2 yr olds 
M/W - AM   9:30-11:45 AM 

 
Nursery   3 yr olds 
T/TH - AM   9:00 AM-11:30 AM 
 
Nursery   3 yr olds 
T/TH/F - AM   9:15 AM-11:45 AM 
 
Nursery   3 yr olds 
T/TH-PM   12:15 PM-2:45 PM 
T/W/TH-PM   12:15 PM-2:45 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations will help the  
hungry and poor through Catholic Relief Services.   
They can be returned on Palm Sunday, March 28th. 



Page 7 

WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR  

St. Patrick’s Day Raffle Basket Fundraiser 

Raffle ticket sale are again this weekend! 

Please consider being a part of our unique 2021 St. Patrick’s Day 
Fundraiser to support our ministry. 

Tickets will be sold for $25 per sheet. Each sheet contains 25 tickets 
(all with the same number to make it easier for you to keep track!).  
Special raffles tickets for the top shelf prizes will be sold for $5 each.   

The drawing will take place on Tuesday, March 16th, 2021, and we hope to “livestream” it on 
our parish Facebook page! 

Prizes can be picked up the weekend of March 20/21. 

 

 Tuna 

 Jelly 

 Toothpaste 

 Toothbrushes 

 Liquid dish soap 
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Mass Presiders Schedule 

This Weekend:  Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Saturday, March 13, 5:15 p.m. Fr. Frank 

Sunday, March 14, 8:00 a.m.  Msgr. Bennett 

Sunday, March 14, 10:30 a.m. Fr. James 

 

Next Weekend: Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Saturday, March 20, 5:15 p.m. Fr. Frank 

Sunday, March 21, 8:00 a.m.  Fr. James 

Sunday, March 21, 10:30 a.m. Msgr. Bennett 

 

Sunday Mass  

is live-streamed 

10:30 a.m. 

 

www.sjbwr.org 

Follow the link to our YouTube channel! 

As we prepare for our 100th anniversary, all are invited to the 

parish website for the on-going series about our patron saint,  

St. John the Baptist, and updates on the centennial events. 
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Welcome, Dr. Jeffrey Pedersen! 

 

I am enjoying my ministry as “shared pastor” of St. John 
the Baptist and St. Mark very much, but it has become 
clear that this new model requires more administrative 
support to allow me to be available as pastor to the 
faithful of both parish families. I have decided to add a 
new member to the pastoral teams of the parishes. 

 

Dr. Jeff Pedersen, Ed.D. has begun serving in a part-time 
role at St. John the Baptist and St. Mark as Parish Organizational Associate. 
Dr. Pedersen has over 40 years of experience as an educator, with 35 years 
of experience in administration, much of that time in Catholic schools. In 
addition to his many years of Catholic P-12 education administrative experi-
ence, Dr. Pedersen served five years as Academic Dean of the Seminary of 
the Immaculate Conception, and just retired from his position as Vice Presi-
dent for Planning and Institutional Effectiveness at Suffolk County Commu-
nity College. With a doctorate in organizational theory, Dr. Pedersen has 
served as a consultant to parishes, dioceses, schools, and corporations, and 
served on the Pontifical Commission for Seminaries in the United States 
among other ecclesiastical service. 

 

Dr. Pedersen will assist me in several administrative areas, including budget 
and resource allocation, facilities and maintenance, and supporting our 
ministries and organizations. We welcome Jeff on board!  He began his new 
ministry at both our parishes on February 1st.  He is usually at St. John’s on 
Mondays.  You can email Jeff at jpedersen@sjbwr.org. 

mailto:jpedersen@sjbwr.org
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Please remember the faithful departed. 

May they rest in peace. 

During the pandemic, Funeral Masses  

can be scheduled.   Approximately 100 are  

permitted to attend.   

Upcoming Baptism Dates: 

12:00 Noon 

March 21  

April 18 

May 2 

May 16 

June 6 

Baptism Class last Sunday of the month 

right after the 10:30 a.m. Mass 

 

Monday, March 15,  8:30 a.m., 

Dennis Lecesse 

 

Tuesday, March 16, 8:30 a.m., 

Frances Vitollo 

 

Wednesday, March 17, 8:30 a.m., 

Deceased members of the  

McCarrick family 

 

Thursday, March 18, 8:30 a.m., 

Al & Margaret Rice 

 

Saturday, March 20,  5:15 p.m., 

Rita O’Connell 

 

Sunday, March 21,  

8:00 a.m. 

Mary & Mitch Malone 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Michael O’Hare 
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2020 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
Goal $52,300.00 

Pledges $21,260.00 
Over (Under) ($31,040.00) 

Donors 79 
Payments $16,585.00 
Average Gift $269.11 

Percentage of Goal 40.65% 

Please consider “automated giving” as you reflect on      

support of our parish family! 

The fruitful ministries at our parish are examples of how 

many of you have answered, and continue to answer, that 

call. To ensure such work can continue requires not only 

gifts of time, but also of financial help. I ask you to prayerfully consider supporting 

our parish with electronic donations through Faith Direct. You can find paper enroll-

ment forms in the parish office, or you can sign up online at www.faithdirect.net by 

using our church code, NY67. 

Special Collections:  

03/14  Catholic Relief Services 
03/21  Outreach 
03/28  Easter flowers 
04/02  Holy Land 
04/05  Easter 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

 

Sunday Collection: March 7, 2021   $ 9,897.43 (up 7.7%)   

Sunday Collection: March 8, 2020  $ 9,135.80 

Christmas Collection December 25, 2020  $30,898.00 

 

Many are facing financial hardship, and we are deeply grateful to those 

who have mailed in their envelope, dropped it in the mailbox  

in the upper parking lot, or used Faith Direct.   

Thank you to those who “caught up” with a full month’s donations!   

http://www.faithdirect.net
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Phone:  631-929-4339 

Pastor:  Father Frank Schneider, ext. 16      pastor@sjbwr.org 
Associate Pastor:   Father James Calledo   paxjim94@yahoo.com 
Deacon: Fred Finter, ext. 44         deaconfred@sjbwr.org  
Deacon: Vincent Pozzolano, ext. 45    v7vac@hotmail.com 
Parish Organizational Associate:  Dr. Jeffrey Pedersen jpedersen@sjbwr.org (ext. 10) 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Oliva, ext. 12 reled@sjbwr.org  
Outreach Director: Deborah O’Hare, ext. 22      stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com 
Music Coordinator: Liz McNeill (631) 495-8913        emcneill@sjbwr.org 
Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Johnston   
Bookkeeper:  Lindsay Finter, ext. 17          lfinter@sjbwr.org 
Receptionist:  Sue Kozakiewicz, ext. 10       office@sjbwr.org  
Preschool    Director: Mrs. Gayle Mercurio, ext. 14 preschool@sjbwr.org 
   Secretary:  Susan Plattner, ext. 19  preschool@sjbwr.org 
   Preschool Phone: 631-929-3220 
Maintenance:  Servio Ortiz 
Weekend Priest Assistants:  Msgr. John Bennett 

Parish Outreach Hours:  Tues & Thurs 10am-2pm 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Website:  www.sjbwr.org 

 Finance Committee, 2020-2021 

Dr. Barbara Fontana, Trustee, ex officio 

Steven Gallagher, Trustee, ex officio 

Robert Lutz, Chair 

Richard Amper 

Thomas McEnany 

Lisa Kelly 

Pastoral Council Members,  

2020-2021 

Vincent Manzello, Chair 

Daniel Bealey 

Linda Bealey 

Rosemary Desimone 

Dr. Barbara Fontana (trustee) 

Michelle Gaffney 

Michelle Gallucci 

Kevin Heavey 

Maria Maxwell 

Richard Rossin 

Worship Committee, 2020-2021 

Cheryl MacDougall, chair 

James MacDougall 

William Hennessy 

Barbara Johnston 

Liz McNeill 

John O’Hare 

Elizabeth Waskowiak 

Edward Waskowiak 
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Bread, wine, altar candles 
Should you like to donate the candles, bread, wine for the celebration  

of the weekend Eucharist,  
especially in memory of a loved one,  

please contact the Parish Office, 631-929-4339, ext. 10. 
 

Tabernacle Lamp 
The Tabernacle Lamp indicates that the Blessed Sacrament is present in church.  The red candle 

can be memorialized for the week of your choice. 

All memorials are published in the bulletin. 

Eucharistic Adoration 

The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration on the main altar  
in the church every Wednesday afternoon. 

 
All novenas and devotions are suspended at this time. 

        Silent prayer during Adoration Hours. 

For those serving in the Military 

Michael Brennan, Patrick Hanley, Jeffrey L. Beilman Jr., 
Ryan Santiro, Thomas G. Verbeeck, Michelle Verbeeck,  

Joseph DeMonte IV, Michael Anderson, Devin Henry,  Marielle Verbeeck, Cassidy Vail,  
Evan Purdy, Sean Tully, Sean Brady, Lauren Rodriguez 

 
For the Homebound, the Sick and in Hospice Care 

For all those who are suffering from the coronavirus, and also John Ryan,  
Thomas Mongiello, Ann Bertolini, Edward Hegel,  Christine Pernice 
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