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 Merry Christmas and a 

blessed New Year 

to all the members  

of St. John the Baptist  

parish family! 

 

May the peace and joy  

of the Christmas Season 

be with you and all your loved ones! 

 

Thank you for the privilege of serving you,  

and for your prayers and support. 

 

Fr. Frank, Fr. James, Msgr. Bennett 

 and Parish Staff 
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6.  “And she gave birth to a son” (1/3/21) 

 

We have already seen that the gospel of Luke has parallel 
scenes for John and Jesus in chapters 1 and 2:  two  
annunciations and two nativities.  The Church takes up 
Luke’s cue and has only two liturgical celebrations 
(solemnities which are the most important type of  
feastday) of nativities:  Christmas on December 25 and 
the Nativity of John the Baptist on June 24. 

The birth of John the Baptist is quite different from that of 
Jesus.  We can look a little more closely and notice the  

details. 

Elizabeth gives birth in her home with her neighbors nearby.  They learn that “the Lord had  
extended his mercy” to their elderly neighbor and rejoice.  Luke seems to indicate that Elizabeth 
did not announce her pregnancy.  Thus, only her cousin Mary shares the secret that she is with 
child. 

The time for circumcision arrives (usually after eight days) and the neighbors assemble for the  
ritual celebration.  Although it is uncertain whether “naming” happened at this time in first century 
Palestine, Luke tells us that they presumed he would be named after his father.  (The custom at 
this time was more likely to name the child after the grandfather.)  Elizabeth intervenes”  “No, he 
is to be called John.” 

Interestingly, Zechariah has been mute, unable to speak, since the annunciation of Gabriel.  There 
is no indication that he “had a chat” with his wife about the name, and there is no record of an  
annunciation to Elizabeth like that of Mary.   

Now the neighbors “using signs” question the father.  Here we discover that Zechariah was not  
only mute, but apparently was also deaf after his annunciation.  The dramatic moment arrives 
when Zechariah asks for a writing tablet to let them know “His name is John.”   

“Fear descended” on the neighborhood and the whole region – both mother and father somehow 
agree on the name “John”  Along with the crowd, we also marvel at how God is at work in John the 
Baptist from his conception, his birth, and soon his ministry in the desert. 

But first, Zechariah, now able to speak, proclaims the wonder of God is his canticle (“song”) called 
the “Benedictus”:  Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel..  More on the Benedictus later in our  
series. 

   

Reflection Question for the week: As this new year begins, where in my life do I discover God’s 
hand at work? 

As this series continues this year, all segments are on the parish website. 
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WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR  

January 3 - 9, 2021 

Happy New Year! 
Thank You for turning our Parish Hall into a distribution center for poor 

and needy in our area:  236 gifts, and 45 meals!   
Thank you for all you did in 2020! 

We are grateful to all of you who donated to, or worked on the Back-to- 
     School drive, Thanksgiving Baskets, or Giving Tree Programs.   

We are grateful for all of you who volunteer on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Outreach 
Office. Thanksgiving and Christmas always bring out the giving spirit in so many of us here 
at St. John’s. This year with Covid 19 becoming part of our lives you have REALLY stepped 
up with food donations insuring that anyone that came to us for food was able to leave 
with enough food to feed their family. There is no way that we can adequately express the 
gratitude we have for that support. 

 jelly 

 peanut butter 

 hot cereal 

 juice 

 deodorant 

 laundry soap 

 dish soap 
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Mass Presiders Schedule 

This Weekend:  The Epiphany of the Lord 

Saturday, January 2, 5:15 p.m.  Msgr. Bennett 

Sunday, January 3, 8:00 a.m.  Father James 

Sunday, January 3, 10:30 a.m.  Father Frank 

 

Next Weekend: The Baptism of the Lord 

Saturday, January 9, 5:15 p.m.  Father Frank  

Sunday, January 10, 8:00 a.m.  Msgr. Bennett 

Sunday, January 10, 10:30 a.m. Father James  

 

Sunday Mass  

is live-streamed 

10:30 a.m. 

 

www.sjbwr.org 

Follow the link to our YouTube channel! 

As we prepare for our 100th anniversary, all are invited to the 

parish website for the on-going series about our patron saint,  

St. John the Baptist, and updates on the centennial events. 
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Please remember the faithful departed. 

Kay DiPierro 

Rocco Maiao 

May they rest in peace. 

During the pandemic, Funeral Masses  

can be scheduled.   Approximately 100 are  

permitted to attend.   

Upcoming Baptism Dates: 

12:00 Noon 

January 17 

February 21 

March 7  

March 21  

Baptism Class last Sunday of the month 

right after the 10:30 a.m. Mass 

 

Monday, January 4,  8:30 a.m., 

For the Parishioners of St. John the Baptist 

 

Tuesday, January 5, 8:30 a.m., 

Michael O’Hare 

 

Wednesday, January 6, 8:30 a.m., 

Otto Tubito 

 

Thursday, January 7, 8:30 a.m., 

Rae D’Onofrio 

 

Saturday, January 9, 5:15 p.m., 

Michael Robinson 

 

Sunday, January 10, 

8:00 a.m. 

Caige Meier 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Paul R. Smith 
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2020 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
Goal $52,300.00 

Pledges $21,260.00 
Over (Under) ($31,040.00) 

Donors 79 
Payments $16,585.00 
Average Gift $269.11 

Percentage of Goal 40.65% 

Please consider “automated giving” as you reflect on      

support of our parish family! 

The fruitful ministries at our parish are examples of how 

many of you have answered, and continue to answer, that 

call. To ensure such work can continue requires not only 

gifts of time, but also of financial help. I ask you to prayerfully consider supporting 

our parish with electronic donations through Faith Direct. You can find paper enroll-

ment forms in the parish office, or you can sign up online at www.faithdirect.net by 

using our church code, NY67. 

Special Collections:  

01/01  Solemnity of Mary 
01/03  Grammar Schools 
01/24  Outreach 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

 

Sunday Collection: December 27, 2020  $   4,595.00   (down 42%)   

Sunday Collection: December 29, 2019 $ 10,929.02 

The Christmas collection is not ready to report as donations are still 

coming in!  Thank you! 

 

Many are facing financial hardship, and we are deeply grateful to those 

who have mailed in their envelope, dropped it in the mailbox  

in the upper parking lot, or used Faith Direct.   

 

Thank you to those who “caught up” with a full month’s donations!   

http://www.faithdirect.net
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Phone:  631-929-4339 

Pastor:  Father Frank Schneider, ext. 16      pastor@sjbwr.org 
Associate Pastor:   Father James Calledo   paxjim94@yahoo.com 
Deacon: Fred Finter, ext. 44         deaconfred@sjbwr.org  
Deacon: Vincent Pozzolano, ext. 45    v7vac@hotmail.com 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Oliva, ext. 12 reled@sjbwr.org  
Outreach Director: Deborah O’Hare, ext. 22      stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com 
Music Coordinator: Liz McNeill (631) 495-8913        emcneill@sjbwr.org 
Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Johnston   
Bookkeeper:  Lindsay Finter, ext. 17          lfinter@sjbwr.org 
Receptionist:  Sue Kozakiewicz, ext. 10       office@sjbwr.org  
Preschool    Director: Mrs. Gayle Mercurio, ext. 14 preschool@sjbwr.org 
   Secretary:  Susan Plattner, ext. 19  preschool@sjbwr.org 
   Preschool Phone: 631-929-3220 
Maintenance:  Servio Ortiz 
Weekend Priest Assistants:  Msgr. John Bennett 

Parish Outreach Hours:  Tues & Thurs 10am-2pm 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Website:  www.sjbwr.org 
General Mailbox/Front Desk: ext. 10.   Contact us by email: office@sjbwr.org 

 Finance Committee, 2020-2021 

Dr. Barbara Fontana, Trustee, ex officio 

Steven Gallagher, Trustee, ex officio 

Robert Lutz, Chair 

Richard Amper 

 

Thomas McEnany 

Lisa Kelly 

Pastoral Council Members,  

2020-2021 

Vincent Manzello, Chair 

Daniel Bealey 

Linda Bealey 

Rosemary Desimone 

Dr. Barbara Fontana (trustee) 

Michelle Gaffney 

Michelle Gallucci 

Kevin Heavey 

Maria Maxwell 

Richard Rossin 

Worship Committee, 2020-2021 

Cheryl MacDougall, chair 

James MacDougall 

William Hennessy 

Barbara Johnston 

Liz McNeill 

John O’Hare 

Elizabeth Waskowiak 

Edward Waskowiak 



Page 11 

Bread, wine, altar candles 
Should you like to donate the candles, bread, wine for the celebration  

of the weekend Eucharist,  
especially in memory of a loved one,  

please contact the Parish Office, 631-929-4339, ext 10. 
 

Tabernacle Lamp 

The Tabernacle Lamp indicates that the Blessed Sacrament is present in church.   
The red candle can be memorialized for the week of your choice. 

 
All memorials are published in the bulletin. 

Eucharistic Adoration 

The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration on the main altar  
in the church every Wednesday afternoon. 

 
All novenas and devotions are suspended at this time. 

Silent prayer during Adoration Hours. 

For those serving in the Military 

Michael Brennan, Patrick Hanley, Jeffrey L. Beilman Jr., Ryan 
Santiro, Thomas G. Verbeeck, Michelle Verbeeck,  Joseph 

DeMonte IV, Nicholas Altman, Michael Anderson, Devin Henry, Marielle Verbeeck, Cassidy Vail,  Evan, Purdy, 
Sean Tully, Sean Brady 

 

For the Homebound, the Sick and in Hospice Care 

For all those who are suffering from the coronavirus 

and also John Ryan, Thomas Mongiello, Ann Bertolini, Edward Hegel, Jacqueline Sessa 

St. John Paul II Regional School will be holding an Open House  
for the 2021-2022 School Year. 

Saturday January 9th from 11 am- 1pm. Grades K-8 
Appointment Only:  

Please call 631-727-1650  
 or email admissions@sjp2regional.org; Visit us at www.sjp2regional.org 

The Parish of St. Gerard Majella in Port Jefferson Station is seeking a full time Business Manager to oversee 
the physical and financial resources of the parish. This position requires flexibility in schedule to attend 
meetings, coordinate projects and attend to emergencies.  This position reports directly to the Pastor. College 
degree required, preferably in Accounting or related fields. Send cover letter and resume to Fr. Gregory  
Rannazzisi, Pastor, by email only: frgreg@stgmajella.org. 

mailto:admissions@sjp2regional.org
http://www.sjp2regional.org
mailto:frgreg@stgmajella.org

