
Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

February 19, 2017 

1488 NORTH COUNTRY ROAD                                    

WADING RIVER, NY 11792 

631-929-4339 Fax: 631-929-6961 

www.stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 



Office Hours:                                                

Monday - Thursday, 9:00-5:00  

Pastor:  Father Frank Schneider, ext. 16      pastor@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Deacon: Fred Finter,  ext 17       deaconfred@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Deacon: Vincent Pozzolano, ext. 45 

Faith Formation Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Oliva, ext. 12    reled@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Outreach Director: Deborah O’Hare, ext. 22     stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com 

Associate Coordinator: Michael D’Onofrio 

Music Director: Mrs. Elizabeth McNeill (631) 495-8913   emcneill@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Preschool Director: Mrs. Gayle Mercurio, ext. 14    preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org   

Continuing Care : Barbara Tubito-Megara, ext. 18    continuingcare@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Johnston, ext. 13   

Bookkeeper:  Lindsay Finter       office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Preschool Secretary/Front Desk:  Susan Plattner    preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Maintenance:  Servio Ortiz 

Contact us by email:     office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

 

SACRAMENTS 

 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. and Sunday at 7:30, 9:15 and 11:15 

Daily Mass Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m.  

Holyday of Obligation: 8:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday - 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
Saturday, 4:00pm to 4:45pm.   

Please feel free to call Fr. Frank and make an appointment to celebrate the  sacrament. 

 

Baptism 

 We suggest that you contact us before your child is born! Call or email the Parish Center.  

Baptisms are scheduled monthly on the first Sunday at 1:00 pm.  In the spring and summer 

we also celebrate baptisms on the third Sunday.   

 

Marriage 
 Contact the Parish Center so that we can arrange the marriage interview and set your date. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Call the Parish Center.  
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Bishop John Barres 
 Visits Our Area 

 

 

Last Monday our new bishop celebrated the 

12:00 noon mass at St. Anthony, Rocky 

Point, for the  nine parishes that make up the 

“North Brookhaven Deanery.” 

 

Many of our own parisheoners were happy to 

participate in the liturgy . 

 

Bishop Barres asks us to pray for our parish, 

that we may experience “dramatic mission-

ary growth,”  and have faith that God can do 

amazing things for us. 

 

The bishop asks to invite one person we 

know in our families or among our friends, 

who hasn’t been coming to church, to give 

Sunday Mass another try. 

 

So many here in our parish family of St. 

John’s have been doing just that! 

 

Let’s pray that we experience amazing, dramatic growth!  Come, Holy Spirit? 
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Parish Weekly Calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Meeting of All Altar Servers 

Tuesday, February 28th 

6:45 p.m. in Church 
Father Frank and Mrs. Johnston will be going over 

new instructions  
and the Season of Lent and Holy Week. 

Pizza following in the Downstairs Hall 
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1305 meals served 

Deacon Vinny’s Reflections from Last Sunday 

February 12, 2017 

 
When I was coming of age as a young man and my respect for my father 

began to grow I asked him what his thoughts were on what I should do to 

earn a living for the rest of my life.  He was a man of few words and his 

answer was that he was a child of the depression era back in the late 1920s 

and early 1930s and that the only people who were able to get by on their 

own were the wealthy and the civil service workers.  He went on to say 

that the most respected of the civil service workers were the cops.  The 

outcome was that I took his advice and I can’t believe it but it’s already 

been 25 years since I retired from the NYCPD. 

My dad always seemed to be at peace with himself and I wanted that same 

feeling for myself.  So I then asked him a second question: How do I 

achieve that sense of peace? He answered – “two words”.  I asked what 

they were .  He said “right decisions.”  So I pursued it and asked “well how 

do you make right decisions?” He said “one word.”  I asked what that was.  

He said “experience.”  So I asked “How do you get experience?”  He said 

“two words.”  Again, I asked what they were.  He said “wrong decisions”.  

This week’s scripture is all about our making mature decisions. 

The first reading from Sirach opens with “If you CHOOSE to keep the 

commandments, they will SAVE you. In other words, God has given us free will and He advised us to use it 

wisely. 

The second reading from Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians tells us not to confuse our personal wisdom 

with God’s wisdom and not to confuse the wisdom of our current culture with God’s wisdom either.  Then Mat-

thew’s gospel follows up by telling us that God’s wisdom was not to abandon the commandments because of the 

new covenant with Jesus but rather to rightfully utilize the commandments as a foundation. In His new covenant 

Jesus strongly suggests to us to use the commandments as a stepstool for us to show love for one another.  In this 

week’s gospel, Jesus explained that He didn’t come to abolish or to change the Law of Moses, but rather to ful-

fill it. He then went on to discuss a few of the things that were forbidden under the Law.  Some no brainers, like 

murder and adultery.  But instead of just keeping rules, Jesus taught that not only should we obey the laws.  We 

have to kick it up a notch and add a little attitude and emotion. When we were children we learned and devel-

oped  by natural instinct how to use logic to meet the basic needs of life. Needs like eating and sleeping, staying 

out of the sun or the cold.  Looking for and finding mommy and daddy when we were wet or hungry.  But what 

about when we become adults? Is there a point that we stop learning? At times, we seem to think so!  We’re an 

adult, so we’re mature! 

Today's readings go beyond that and speak of maturity that begins when we’re spiritually enlightened by God 

and the power of the Holy Spirit. Spiritual maturity has to do with learning spiritual virtues and values that will 

benefit us in our hearts and souls.   The bottom line is that it’s our job to simply make the best decisions we can, 

but we have to realize that whatever happens, God is part of it and oversees it and that’s the best news in the 

world. 

We can make mature and wise decisions, but keep in mind that God is the best thing that ever happened for us 

and He’s leading us as we chase down His divine wisdom with the help of our own desire and persevering 

prayer because by asking for His wisdom we’re asking for all of His graces and virtues. 

May He make us a wise person and as a whole, a group of wise people, and may He make us a group of people 

who want and decide to choose Him over anything else. 
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Pastoral Council Meeting of January 25, 20177  (all members present) 

Next Meeting, February 15, 2017 

Pastor’s Report and News:  We are beginning a new Advisory Group for Faith Formation in 

light of our 2 focuses for the year (Youth and Sunday Mass).  Youth ministry consultation is      

half-completed.  Worship Reflection Group has evaluated Christmas mass and environment and 

plans improvements for next year.  It is now focusing on Lent and Triduum.  They are meeting   

tomorrow night. 

Review of Christmas 2016:  Very positive feedback from people about masses and the enhanced 

environment.  Adjustments to the mass schedule discussed.  The 4:00 vigil mass will begin at 4:00 

both in church and the hall.  The 6:30 may be moved to 6:00.  Council members thoroughly        

discussed the Mass at Night which for the past few years was at 11:00.  It could be moved to 9:30 

or 10:00 in the hope of more families considering it for Christmas mass.  We also need to be      

attentive to those who find the Midnight mass-at-midnight part of their Christmas tradition.  The 

Worship Group will make recommendations at their next meeting. 

Parish Vision and Mission Statement:  Vinny has been working on this and will shared some of 

his ideas as we move forward.  Ginny and Linda also drafted their own mission statement and 

shared it with the council.  Council members had viewed parish websites and read through some of 

the mission statements.  The Council feels that having an “outsider” as facilitator will be helpful, 

especially that as many people as possible can feel included in the mission statement, a solid sense 

of “ownership.”  We may also think about the uniqueness of our parish under the patronage of St. 

John the Baptist and how it impacts our mission (prepare the way, repent, decrease so Christ      

increases, behold the Lamb of God, etc.).   

June 4, 2017:  Duck Pond Day:  A lively discussion about how we can as a parish participate 

more.  The K of C and Preschool have had booths.  Can we coordinate our efforts so that we have 

more of a presence there?  The council was enthusiastic about a possible marching band under the 

sponsorship of the parish.  We also will look into using the 7:30 mass as a “blessing for the               

runners” and the 11:15 as “come to mass, and then walk down to Duck Pond Day…” 

Summary of Meeting, February 13, 2017 

 

The Sacred Triduum — Holy Thursday, Good Friday 

and the Easter Vigil and Easter — are the highpoints of 

our Church Year.  They are powerful liturgies of grace 

and the experience of Jesus’ dying and rising! 

 

The Worship Group is working on the details of each of these liturgies so that we can all 

experience God’s amazing love and presence.  We will be inviting members of our com-

munity for the Washing of the Feet on Holy Thursday, for  assistance in the Veneration 

of the Cross on Good Friday, and the sacred readings during the Easter Vigil on Holy 

Saturday night. 

 

We will be preparing materials for the weekly bulletin so that our families, especially 

our young people, can participate in Holy Week liturgies as much as possible. 

 

Next Meeting:  Monday, February 27th at 7:00 p.m. in church. 
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St. Patrick’s Gala – Saturday, March 11.   
Tickets Go On Sale Next Weekend!! 

 Dinner:  Michael’s Corned Beef and Shepherd’s Pie 

Wine, Beer, Soda 

Entertainment 

Irish Singer and the Irish Band 

Fiddler’s Green 

Step Dancers from the 

Inish free School of Irish Dance 

$35/person.  No tickets available at the door.  All Proceeds Benefit Peggy’s Pantry 

Anyone wishing to donate prizes for the raffles should call us at 929-4339 ext. 22. 

We also need people to solicit prizes from our local merchants. 

If you have a group of eight, we’ll reserve a table in your name. 

Peggy’s Pantry 

Please bring one or more items from our needs list to help us prevent shortages for the 

families we serve.  Thanks to all of you for making our ministry possible!!! 

.jarred sauce    razors   deodorant   pancake syrup    tooth paste 

The Worship Committee invites you to consider serving our parish 
as a Eucharistic Minister or a Reader at mass! 

 
Who? Parishioners 18 years or older 
When? Scheduled on rotation at our weekend masses 
How” Talk to Fr. Frank, and be part of the diocesan training: 
 

In Suffolk: EM “A” Session and Lectors 

April 22, 2017; 9 AM—1 PM May 6, 2017; 9 AM—1 PM 

 St. Rosalie, Hampton Bays 

 

“B” session for Extraordinary Ministers “B” Session for Extraordinary Ministers 

May 20, 2017; 9 AM—1 PM May 13, 2017; 9 AM—1 PM 

 

EVENING SESSIONS for Extraordinary Ministers and Lectors at St. Elizabeth, Melville 

Session “A” ‐ Wednesday, April 26, 2017; 7:00—10 PM 

Session “B” ‐ Wednesday, May 10, 2017; 7:00—10 PM 

 

Sign Up Sheets and Information available in the sacristy! 
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Today’s Readings                                     
The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Leviticus 19:1-2,17-18 
Psalm 103:1-4,8,10,12-13 

I Corinthians 3:16-23 
Matthew 5:38-48  

This Weekend’s Presiders 

Saturday, February 18, 5pm 

Fr. Ted Howard 

Sunday, February 19, 7:30 am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, February 19, 9:15 am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, February 19, 11:15am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

 

Next Weekend’s Presiders 

Saturday, February 25, 5pm 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, February 26, 7:30 am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, February 26, 9:15 am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, February 26, 11:15am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Monday, February 20, 8:30 am 

William Stanieki (His friends at Intesa Sanpaolo) 

 

Tuesday, February 21, 8:30 am 

The Parishioners of St. John the Baptist 

 

Wednesday, February 22, 8:30 am 

James Raniolo (Terry Beirne) 

 

Thursday, February 23, 8:30 am 

Patricia Venero (Family) 

Kathleen Loretta Meechan 3rd Anniversary in 

Heaven (Peter & Kathleen Meechan) 

 

Saturday, February 25, 5pm 

James Riccardi (MaryAnne Gottlieb) 

 

Sunday, February 26 

7:30 am 

Alex Camenzuli (His wife) 

 

9:15 am 

Michael Delaney (The Perez Family) 

 

11:15 am 

Timothy Buckley (Pat & Pam Mulcahy) 

Kyle Kolakowski (Family & friends) 
 

 

Thank you to our Good Stewards!                                                            
Faith Direct    $ 2,189.88 

February 12th, 2017            $ 5,225.00 

 Total               $ 7,414.88 

 

 

 

 

 

$48,800.00 Goal 

$30,591.00 Payments 

$32,391.00 Pledges 

114 Donors, 66.38% of goal 

 

 We are grateful 
this week for all               
stewards in our 

parish who strive 
to see humanity in 

everyone, not by judging others, but 
rather by serving them.  
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St. John’s Preschool 
 Registration Now Open for 

2017-2018!! 
For 18 Months to 5 Year Olds  
Flexible schedules available! 

Call us anytime to arrange for a tour!  
We will be happy to answer your questions! 

631-929-3220 

Reminders: 
 

Feb. 19-26 (Sun-Sun) – Mid winter re-

cess – no classes.  Classes resume Mon-

day, 2/27 

 

 

FF office open Sunday, 2/26 from 9-12 

 

March 1st Ash Wednesday:  All our invited to 8:30 mass, 12:00 service, 

Family Lenten Prayer service 4:30 pm in church, and 7:30 pm service. 

 

The Season of Lent is our yearly opportunity to get “back on track” 

and participate in Sunday mass! 



Prayers for the Sick 

 

Peter Meechan, Liz Gerosa, Joan Lambert, 

George  Sroczynski, Zach Abrucci, Lorian 

McGrory, John Alles, Julia Coleman, Jeff 

Coletto,  Joseph DeMauro, Joyce DeMauro, 

Laura LoBianco, Jocelyn Feggins, Devin      

Rizopoulos, George Fox, Maxwell Tester, Jack 

Celentano, Liam McGuire, Givanni Bernaudo, 

Fiona Mooney, Jane Eyring, Marie Donovan,   

Sister Betty Maschka, Florence Carnesi, Susan 

Novak, Richard Quit, Joe Columbo, Lin 

Richburg, Patricia Slewinski, Rosemary                 

DeMonte, Jillian Brown, TJ Christian, Rita 

Mandracchio, Dennis McWilliams, Grace 

Smith, Dottie Simone, James Pearson, Kara 

Worth, Andrew J. Munch 

 We are happy to pray for your loved ones 

who are ill and will include their names for 

about 6 weeks, unless you let us know    

otherwise. May the healing touch of Jesus 

be with them! 

Prayers for the Military 
Michael Brennan, Carl Kendrick Jr., Patrick Hanley, 

Jeffrey L. Beilman Jr.,Ryan Santiro, Thomas G.   

Verbeeck, Michelle Verbeeck, Joseph DeMonte IV, 

Nicholas Altman, Michael Anderson,Devin Henry, 

Marielle Verbeeck, Cassidy Vail 

 
Visit our Parish 
Facebook page, St. 
John the Baptist, 
Wading River!! 
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All invited 
to the 
recitation 
of the 
Holy    
Rosary: 
 
After daily 
mass 
(8:30 
a.m.) 
 
Tuesday evenings,  
7:30 p.m. 

 

Welcome to the  
Newly Baptized  

Members of   
St. John the Baptist  

Parish Family!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Owen William Burkard 
Kinsley Taylor Jacobsen 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=eucharistic+adoration&view=detailv2&&id=4AB8D8950782981B841E73260344373DBCEEAFE0&selectedIndex=13&ccid=uiGnYyEF&simid=608025043752520796&thid=OIP.Mba21a76321056a72adddb7a6e52bfbb2o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+logo&view=detailv2&&id=AD3E6AF2C220DDB12D5A888EA65E680289E995B4&selectedIndex=5&ccid=cr0sKLa3&simid=608018687113498562&thid=OIP.M72bd2c28b6b771e46a39e00989520221H0
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Around our Area and our Diocese 

 

The Life Center of Long Island:   volunteers needed to assist in our new 

ground floor center in Riverhead. We could help you learn and train on how to 

interact with moms in crisis, assist in fulfilling their needs, assist a well trained 

staff in fielding calls, donations, fund raising and networking with local re-

sources.  Bi-Lingual volunteers are also needed.  Please call Lisa or Franci at 

631-591-9017 Monday –Friday, 10 am to 4 pm.   

 

Kellenberg Memorial Alumni Communion Breakfast:   
All Kellenberg Memorial High School alumni and their families are invited to 

celebrate Mass on Sunday, March 12, 2017, at 9:00 AM Registration is $12 per 

person. Children ten years of age and under are $6. If you have any questions, 

please contact Alumni Director Mr. Thomas Huggard at (516) 292-0200 x375 

or alumni@kellenberg.org. Please visit www.kellenberg.org/alumni to regis-

ter online. 

 

Lectio Divina/Centering Prayer Group:  Community Growth Center at 9:00 

a.m. on the 9AM 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month at the Hope House Min-

istries in Port Jefferson. Contact information about the group: Michael Hoffner 

631-240-3471 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:alumni@kellenberg.org
http://www.kellenberg.org/alumni

