
SUMMARY, FEBRUARY 5, 2020
Liz McNeill, the parish Music Director, came for the
first part of the council meeting.  Liz talked about how
music for the Sunday liturgies is selected and how we
encourage participation.  The Sunday music is chosen
with three requirements:  (1) the music and the Sunday
Scripture readings for the day are connected, (2) special
instructions in the Roman Missal are followed, and (3)
the music is in the Gather Hymnal so that everyone has

the music “in their hands” and can participate.  Liz selects the music in blocks of Sundays
for 2 months, and shares the selections with cantors and musicians so that they can
prepare in advance.  There are materials that help make the music selections:  the hymnal
company (GIA) has written materials for appropriate hymns that match the readings and
well as the psalm settings.
The goal is that we respect the integrity of the Catholic Mass and respect the
congregation so that all can participate, contribute and feel uplifted in prayer.
 
The congregation has a wide variety of tastes.  Some like traditional music; others prefer
contemporary music.  It just a reality that “not everyone can be pleased with every
selection all the time.”  The Gather Hymnal contains both types of hymns.  The weekly
selections can be a mix of both types of hymns that are contained in our hymnal.
 Repetition is avoided week-to-week; unless, repetition is called for (e.g., a particular
Lenten hymn as the focus of the season, a psalm settings that is repeated in the Sunday
Scripture Readings for several consecutive Sundays).  Liz calls this mix of types of
hymns a “puzzle” – trying to match the readings, the taste of the congregation, the
difficulty level of the music, and the hymns available in the hymnal so that people have
the words “in their hands.”
 
The Mass Settings are another area where there are choices.  (The “parts” sung are the
Gloria, Alleluia verse, Sanctus, Memorial Acclamation, Great Amen and Lamb of God).
 When the Roman Missal was re-translated (2012) the congregation learned a new setting
and sang it for many years.  The Worship Committee listened to many settings which are
found in the Hymnal.  We are learning new settings now with the goal of using different
music to highlight the liturgical seasons (e.g., Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, etc.).
 
Finally, Liz encouraged feedback from the congregation.  While there are always
different tastes, feedback helps with selections, reactions to new hymns that are being
tried, and choral pieces that are sung by the Adult and Children’s Choirs.
 
The Council members thanked Liz for her presentation.  Many members shared that they
thought the music was chosen “on the spot” from week to week and did not realize the
preparation and the requirements for Sunday music selections.




