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Welcome to the community of St. John the Baptist.
We are thankful you are part of our parish!
The patron saint of our parish,
St. John the Baptist, prepared the
way of the Lord by his words and
his life. He pointed out the Lamb
of God with conviction and with
humility. St. John desired that
Jesus Christ would increase, and
that he would remain the Lord’s
humble servant.
Our parish community hopes to
imitate the example of our
patron, especially as we serve one another in a wide variety of
ministries and groups. We try our best to make known the love
and presence of the Lamb of God so that his Light will increase as
we minister as his humble servants.
We recognize the hard work of over 200 parish volunteers, and
we invite all the members of our parish family to share their time,
talent and treasure!
The Pastoral Council invites you to look through this updated
Ministry Guide and learn more about our parish and ways to
prepare the way of the Lord!
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PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN

Creating a Safe Environment
in our Parish
This past year the parish has taken further steps to keep our children safe and to educate
parents:
 Installed a separate staff bathroom on the second floor.
 Began educating parents through the “Safety First” program.
All parish volunteers meet the four requirements of the Diocesan Office for Protection of
Children. There are four main requirements:






Completion of the parish volunteer application.
Background check (confidential) for sexual abuse.
Code of Conduct signed.
Training about signs to be aware of for abuse (Virtus).

Deacon Fred Finter and Michael Clauberg (youth minister) are trained Virtus Facilitators,
and will be offering the training for parish volunteers.
You can register for your VIRTUS training online.
Go directly to the VIRTUS website to find a class near you.
1. Go to: https://www.virtusonline.org.
2. Click on Registration from the column on the left.
3. Click on View a list of sessions.
4. Scroll down to Rockville Centre NY (Diocese).
5. A list of upcoming sessions will appear.
You will be informed when you are fully compliant and able to begin
your ministry or participation in a group.
If you have any questions, please call the Parish Office or print out the
online registration instructions.
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Liturgical Ministries
Lectors
proclaim the
Word of God
from the ambo
at Sunday and weekday Masses and other
liturgical celebrations. Good readers are
those with a clear speaking voice and a
general and prayerful understanding of the
Scriptures. Lectors are required on a
rotating basis throughout the year.
Formal training is available.

Lectors

Extraordinary Ministers assist the priests and deacons in the
distribution of Holy Communion (bread and wine) to the
congregation at Sunday and other Masses. Many ministers feel
they are “unworthy” to serve, yet they are
people with a love of the Eucharist.
Extraordinary Ministers are
scheduled on a rotating
basis throughout the year.
Formal training and the mandate of the
diocesan bishop are required, as well as
ongoing training, e.g., a Day of Prayer.
Altar Servers assist at Mass and other liturgical
celebrations to help promote a prayerful and
inviting gathering. Young persons who serve are in
grades 2 through 12. Responsibilities include
Thurifer (carrying the thurible containing incense),
cross and candle bearing and
assisting with the Roman Missal,
wine and water. Servers are scheduled on a
rotating basis throughout the year at
Sunday Mass and other liturgies. Initial
training and occasional update meetings
are required.
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Ushers/Greeters,
“ministers of
hospitality.” They
are men, women
and young adults
who welcome all
those who come to
Mass. Members are outgoing and welcoming, ready to greet parishioners
in the gathering area, assist in finding seats, help with the collection and the
presentation of the gifts and assure an orderly
communion procession. They respond to the special
needs of parishioners. Most ushers/greeters are part
of a regular “team” at a particular Mass – 5 p.m.
Saturday, 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m. or 11:15 a.m. Sunday.
They also help at other Parish celebrations, including
the Communion and Confirmation Masses and the
larger Parish celebrations such as Christmas and Easter.
The Altar Linen Ministry cleans and launders
cloths and linens which are used at Mass. This
ministry is behind the scenes and may require,
at times, skill to
remove stains
(e.g., wine) from fabrics and linens. Most items need to
be pressed as well. Those involved in this ministry are
scheduled about once a month to pick up the linens and
return them to the sacristy once they are cleaned and
pressed.

The Church Cleaning
Ministry ensures
that our church is
prepared for the
weekend Masses and
ready to welcome
our worshippers. Various areas of the
church are cleaned each week, especially
the sanctuary. This ministry meets weekly, Thursdays after the daily Mass, for
about an hour.
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Families of the parish
gather after Masses on
the Third Sunday of Advent to decorate the
church for Christmas.
We set up the trees in the sanctuary, hang the wreaths on
the windows and the children especially help bring out
the figures for the Crèche. All are welcome. No “sign-up”
is needed.
Our choirs assist
the assembly in
prayer through
song at Mass and
other special
liturgies throughout the year.
The Children’s Choir also assists the assembly in
prayer through song, with special
attention given to the capabilities of our young
people. Children in grades 3 and up are welcome
to be part of the Choir. The Children’s Choir usually rehearses in the Church every Thursday at
6:00 p.m. (when school is in session.)

Any parishioner who
enjoys singing is
welcome to be part
of the Adult Choir.
The Adult Choir usually rehearses every Thursday at
7:30 p.m. in the Church (except during the summer
months).
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The Baptism Ministry
assists with the celebration of baptisms
that are scheduled
throughout the year
on Sundays, once or twice a month. The
volunteers can serve in a variety of ways:
greeting the parents and guests, helping with
seating, and arranging for signs with the child’s
name and the sewing of baptismal bibs.
The RCIA Ministry helps introduce adults who
wish to become Catholic to a (usually) yearlong process of study, sharing faith, and
participation at liturgy. RCIA ministers share
their faith and/or mentor adult converts.
Preparation usually begins in the fall and
culminates with the Easter Sacraments
(baptism, confirmation and Eucharist)
celebrated at the Easter Vigil.

The Pre-Cana Ministry
prepares engaged
couples as they
approach the
Sacrament of
Marriage. Members
of the team include
married couples, as
well as a psychologist.
Pre-Cana sessions are held twice a year (spring
and fall) for an all-day program on Saturdays.
The Pre-Cana Team meets about four times a
year to prepare and review the sessions.
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Sacramental Ministries to Those in Need
The Continuing Care Ministry/Consolation
brings strength and support to the parish
community at
the time of
death of a
loved one.
They assist
the family in choosing the readings and music
for the funeral, leading a wake service, and/or
assisting at the funeral Mass. Members of this
ministry are compassionate, comforting and
able to be a presence for those in sorrow. The
Continuing Care ministry members are present
at Masses, often at 10:00 a.m. weekdays.

Eucharistic Ministers support those not able to join
the parish community at Sunday Mass by bringing the
spiritual strength of Holy Communion to those in
need. A willingness to be present to those going
through medical treatment, or who are often elderly
is necessary. These ministers usually spend one to two
hours per week in service. Many also serve the
community as EM’s at Sunday Masses.
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Outreach to the Needy
The Food Pantry volunteers serve the
less fortunate who live within our
parish boundaries by sorting
donations, stocking shelves, and
gathering the food to assist the
clients when
needed. The
food pantry is
open Tuesday
and Thursday
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. as well as
Tuesday evening from 7:00 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. Volunteers work closely with
the Outreach Director and decide what
best fits their schedule.

The Thanksgiving Ministry supports the less fortunate in our community by
helping to provide the means to
celebrate this holiday. Participants
help to collect donations, and organize
and distribute them in the parish hall.
They choose which times to work on
scheduled weekends before the
holiday.
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The Back to School Ministry supports struggling
families in their effort to prepare their children for
the coming school year by collecting, sorting and
packing school supplies.

The volunteers choose which
times to work on scheduled
weekends in July/August.

The Christmas Ministry supports the less
fortunate in our community by helping to
provide gifts for this holiday.
Volunteers organize, collect and
distribute these gifts in the parish hall.
They choose which times to work on a
scheduled weekend/weekday before the
holiday. The distribution day is usually
the Sunday two weeks before Christmas.

Parish Outreach receives support from the annual
St. Patrick Gala. Volunteers are needed to gather
donations for the raffle baskets, set up for the
dinner, serve food and assist with the clean-up.
Those who help with this
event can give an
hour of their time
or more, depending
on their schedules.

Interested in sharing your time and talent? Call the Parish Office at 631-929-4339 or email office@sjbwr.org.
updated 10/20/19

12

Linus Ministry

The Linus Ministry supports
the sick and homebound
by knitting and crocheting
blankets, including baby
blankets for newborns. The
group meets monthly, usually
the third week of each month.
Members also work from their
homes.
The Recycle Ministry
combines our sense
of stewardship of the
earth with our love
of one another.
Returnable bottles
and cans are brought to the collection
box and the members of the ministry
return containers to redemption centers.
Proceeds support Outreach. Volunteers
offer their time based on their own
schedules.

DRIVERS
Volunteer
drivers are
contacted
through the
Outreach
office to set
up dates and times. To be a volunteer driver, the
parish requires a copy of your license and insurance
card.
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Faith Formation Program:
Bringing Christ to our Children
Catechists share the Catholic faith with our
children, Grades 1 through 8, including
preparation for First Holy Communion and
Confirmation.

Children are invited into a deeper connection with Sunday Mass and prayer.
Classes are held weekly from late September through late April, with occasional
meetings for support and on-going education.

The First Communion Committee
works with the Director of Religious
Education during the end of April
and the beginning of May.
Committee members assist at the
rehearsals before the celebration of
Communion, and are present at the
Communion Masses to welcome
families and ensure a prayerful
atmosphere. Committee Members
also assist in March at the First
Reconciliation Service.
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Youth Group: Includes young people
from 9th to 12th grade. We use the
Life Teen program and it guides the
basis for the weekly meetings The
goal is to lead teenagers to Christ
through the presence of the Eucharist, teachings of the Church and the
experience of feeling loved and accepted. SJB youth ministry team uses an outside the classroom model that generates fun, food, and fellowship.
Youth Group Core Team: Adults and Young
Adults (20 and older) are trained as leaders and
mentors for Youth Ministry. The Core Team plans
the weekly meetings and is present to offer understanding and acceptance for the teens. They meet
throughout the year for planning, training and prayer.
Youth Prayer Support: Youth Ministry is rooted in the Eucharist and prayer.
Parishioners of all ages promise to pray for Youth Ministry activities and the special
intentions of our youth.
Special Needs Faith
Formation brings together
young people and their
families for experiences of
church community, prayer, snacks and crafts. Anyone from our parish and the
surrounding parishes are invited to participate.
The young people are met “where they are at” and it also gives parents an
opportunity to support one another.
Special Needs Faith Formation is scheduled on Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m.
Volunteers are needed to help be with the children and help with the crafts and
snacks.
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ST. JOHN’S PRESCHOOL
Since 1979, St. John’s Preschool provides
a program for children promoting prayer,
tolerance, good will and an introduction
to God in the Christian community. Parents are invited to share in an integrated
program that fosters growth on all levels
for their two to five year old children.
The preschool offers a flexible schedule
and operates from September through
June. It is staffed by trained professionals
and also assisted by qualified volunteers.

VBC Adult and Teen Volunteers serve as counselors who lead small groups of
young campers. Teen volunteers are committed to training sessions and to the
VBC week. Counselors are in grades 8 through 12. Counselors-in-training begin
in 7th grade. VBC is usually held the 2nd or 3rd week of August.
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The Christmas Pageant volunteers organize the
annual Christmas Pageant, usually the second
Saturday
evening of
December.
Volunteers
help at
the weekly rehearsals, arrange for costumes,
props, music and the hospitality afterwards.
Preparation begins at the start of
November.

Liturgy of the Word with Children volunteers
assist in offering age appropriate and
understandable Bible readings and homilies
for young children (grades K-5). Older
children (grades 6-12), volunteer to read the
liturgy and are given their assigned Readings
in advance. Children are dismissed after the
Opening Prayer and spend about a half-hour at their Liturgy of the Word.
The homilies are given by adult volunteers. Volunteers serve on a rotating
schedule.

Adult Faith Formation Group: The Faith Formation
Group is a small Christian community that meets
weekly to discuss a variety of topics: Scripture, Church
History, Saints, and other topics chosen by the group.
The Group usually meets with Deacon Fred Finter on
Wednesday mornings throughout the school year.
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Eucharist and Prayer
Weekend Masses are on Saturday at
5:00 p.m. (Vigil Mass), and Sundays at
7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
During the summer months the Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m., and Sunday at
7:30 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.
Weekday Mass is celebrated Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday at 9:00 a.m. There is a rotation of lectors and
Eucharistic Ministers who participate in the liturgies.
Weekday Mass cannot take the place of Sunday Eucharist.

Eucharistic Adoration is held before the Exposed
Blessed Sacrament for those who enjoy quiet
time in meditation, prayer, and/or spiritual
reading in the silence of the Church. Prayer of
the Holy Rosary and the Divine Mercy prayers
are said allowing time for personal prayer and
meditation. A minimum of three Adorers is required. Adoration is held on most
Wednesdays from 2-4 p.m. in the Church.

All are invited to the recitation of the Rosary after the
9 a.m. daily Mass and Tuesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.

A monthly healing service takes place at
9 a.m. on the first Saturday of every
month. You can pray for anyone who
feels the need for physical, as well as
emotional healing.
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Social and Charity Groups
Parish Senior Group will begin in the fall of 2019. The
mission of the St. John the Baptist Parish Senior Group is
to promote spiritual, physical and intellectual growth
through a variety of activities that will be of interest to
adults ages 55 and older. As the group starts up, meetings
will be once a month on Wednesday mornings, 9:45 a.m.-

The Hospitality Ministry allows parishioners
to get to know one another and meet new
friends after Masses. They help with set-up,
putting out the donated baked goods, serving
and clean-up. Hospitality is scheduled about
once a month after the 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Masses.
The Knights of Columbus is a worldwide
fraternal organization that promotes Catholic
ideals, supports the Church and Priests,
contributes to youth-orientated programs and
provides assistance for charities. Meetings are
monthly on the second Thursday.
LIFT (Love Inspired Feminine
Talks) is a social ministry and
prayer group for women of all
ages. LIFT meets monthly,
September- June, the first Tuesday of the month.
The Gardening Ministry helps keep the
parish grounds beautiful and welcoming.
Planting times are spring and fall and
weeding is done throughout the growing
seasons. Volunteers schedule convenient
times to assist with these activities.
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Parish Consultation Groups
The Pastoral Council oversees the Vision
and Mission Statement of the Parish and
advises the Pastor on the direction of the
Parish and pastoral planning. The members
are selected through a process of prayer
and discernment and appointed by the
Pastor for a three-year term. The Council
meets with the Pastor about ten times a
year.

The Worship Committee advises the
pastor on the liturgical life of the parish
and various aspects of the liturgy. This
includes the planning and preparation of
seasonal and holyday celebrations, art and
environment and liturgical ministries. The
Worship Committee meets monthly.

The Finance Committee advises the Pastor on
financial issues, monitors parish investments and
assists in drawing up the annual budget. The
members are appointed by the Pastor for a
three-year term that can be renewed at the
discretion of the Pastor. The Committee meets
four to five times a year.
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Mission Statement
Established in 1922, the parish family of
St. John the Baptist Church welcomes and
invites all people to our community, especially
those in need. Guided by the Holy Spirit we are
sustained by the Sunday Eucharist, the Word of
God, and the Sacraments. All are encouraged
to share their time, talent and treasure as we
grow in love through our Catholic faith and the
life, death and resurrection of Our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Visit our parish website:
www.sjbwr.org
For the past two years, the Pastoral
Council has been planning our
One Hundredth Parish Anniversary.
Plans will be finalized this year
and will be launched in the
fall of 2020 through June of 2022.
Updates will be posted in the bulletin
and on the website.
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