
St. John the Baptist Parish Pastoral Council 

October 25, 2017:  Summary 

Pastor’s Report and News:   Fr. Frank reported on the new hymnals to be in place by the last 
week of November (Christ the King).  Two Focus Groups are meeting or in process, for Faith 
Formation Families and Young Families.  They will consider ideas and possibilities for outreach 
especially to inactive parishioners.  The Christmas Pageant is scheduled for the second year on 
December 9th.  The Sound System has received good response, and individuals with problems are 
working with Fr. Frank.  The Christmas Eve Mass at Night (10pm) will feature a 45-minute 
program beforehand with brass, soloists, bell choir and choir.  Stewardship month is underway.  
We are now able to meet our yearly expenses.  Over the years the debt has accrued to over $900 
thousand dollars and the Finance Committee is working on a plan to address it. 

Review of Celebrations of Ministries (10/15):: Approximately 40 new volunteers have 
expressed interest in the different parish ministries, and more responses are coming in.  All those 
who responded have been contacted by Fr. Frank and their names given to Ministry Heads.  
Council members liked the atmosphere at the Celebration, games for the children, welcoming 
feeling, etc. 

Review of Youth Ministry: Fr. Frank and Mike Clauberg are working on the six-month 
preparation plan to begin Life Teen in our parish. October is the month for Prayer for the new 
program.  November will introduce Mike formally to the parish at the masses the second week of 
November.  An Information Night for parents, teens, young adults and all parishioners will be on 
November 16th.  Mike will come to the next Council meeting at the end of November.  

Review of Adult Faith Formation:  The first “Back to Basics” Presentation October 18th had 
about thirty participants.  There were lively questions that covered a wide variety of issues about 
the Mass.  The Council hopes that parents will bring more young people.  “Part II” will be at 
7pm on November 15th.  Council members surfaced other topics, i.e., sacraments, going to 
confession, etc.  

Locking of the Church:  security concerns.  The Council discussed the importance of security, 
especially at daylight savings time begins the first weekend of November.  We will try to see 
how it works when we lock the church on weekdays when it becomes dark.  Sunday afternoons 
the church is usually locked after the last mass, wedding, activity. 

Roundtable:  Council members freely bring up any issues as we go “around the table.”  The 
Council had a serious discussion about 5:00 mass on Saturday and how we can improve the 



experience. The Worship Committee and Music Director are working diligently on this 
challenge.   

Next meeting:  November 29th, 7:30 pm.  


