
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessings on the Newly Bap-

tized Members  

 

TwentyTwentyTwenty---third Sunday of the Yearthird Sunday of the Yearthird Sunday of the Year   

September 2, 2018September 2, 2018September 2, 2018   

(Last weekend of summer schedule)(Last weekend of summer schedule)(Last weekend of summer schedule)   
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PASTORAL STAFF 

Phone:  631-929-4339 

 

Pastor:  Father Frank Schneider, ext. 16      pastor@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Deacon: Fred Finter, ext. 44       deaconfred@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Deacon: Vincent Pozzolano, ext. 45 

Faith Formation Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Oliva, ext. 12    reled@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Outreach Director: Deborah O’Hare, ext. 22     stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com 

Music Coordinator: Liz McNeill (631) 495-8913       emcneill@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Youth Minister:  Michael Clauberg, ext. 18     youth@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Johnston   

Bookkeeper:  Lindsay Finter, ext. 17         office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Receptionist:  Jeannine Nicosia, ext. 10 

Preschool  

 Director: Mrs. Gayle Mercurio, ext. 14        preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

 Secretary:  Susan Plattner, ext. 19         preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Maintenance:  Servio Ortiz 

Weekend Priest Assistants:  Father Ted Howard and Msgr. John Bennett 

Parish Outreach Hours:  Tues & Thurs 10am-2pm; Tues 7-8:30pm 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Website:  www.stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 
General Mailbox/Front Desk: ext. 10.   Contact us by email: office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Our Vision and Mission Statement 
guides our pastoral planning... 

 
Established in 1922, the parish family of St. John 

the Baptist Church welcomes and invites all  

people to our community, especially those in 

need. Guided by the Holy Spirit we are sustained by the Sunday 

Eucharist, the Word of God, and the Sacraments.  All are  

encouraged to share their time, talent and treasure as we grow in 

love through our Catholic faith and the life, death and resurrection 

of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Bulletin Series begins next week 

 

Understanding the Mass 
 

will be featured as part of our on-going learning 

about the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

Next Week:  Entrance 
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The Pastoral Council 

is happy to bring back 

this series of  

one-hour sessions, held 

in Church, each month 

on a Wednesday. 

How Does Someone Become a Catholic? 
 

All are welcome!  Inquirers, families, friends 

Wednesday, September 26th 

7:00-8:00 p.m. in the church 

Updated Hearing Assistance in our Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please speak to our sacristans who will be happy 

to help you with the new units. 
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―Do you also want to leave?” 
Homily, Fr. Frank Schneider, August 25 and 26, 2018 

 

This past week I had another summer visit to Sloan Kettering for cancer on my face.  Look, you can see the scar…  I 

hate cancer.  I get angry I have it.  It doesn’t belong in my body. And it has to go, even if it leaves scars. 

 

Over these past days, I have also been thinking about our Church.  Child abuse is a cancer.  I get sickened and angry 

about it, and it has to go, no matter what it takes, no matter how messy.  It doesn’t matter if it was seventy years ago 

or yesterday, whether in Pennsylvania, Ireland, Australia, or here.  It is a cancer in the Body of Christ and has to be 

removed. 

 

These past four weeks we have been hearing the lengthy Bread of Life Discourse of Jesus in John, chapter 6.  What 

powerful, inspiring words from Jesus – You will never hunger or thirst again!  I am the living bread come down from 

heaven!  Unless you eat my body and drink my blood, you will die!  Those who eat of me will never die, and live for-

ever!  Today we hear the end of the Discourse, and the very last words that Jesus speaks:  ―Do you also want to 

leave?”    

 

Many are justly angry at the cancer in the Church, and some want to leave, to just be finished with the sinful, cancer-

ous, rotten Body of Christ.  Not only the revelations of child abuse, but there is also the anger about school closings, 

hurtful decisions of Church leaders – it can be endless.  Certainly Jesus’ question is still with us.  Where can we find 

hope? 

 

In our second reading, Paul tells the Ephesians of Christ’s great love of the Church, how he has washed the Church 

clean, without spot or wrinkle.  How can this possibly be true?  With on-going revelations of abuse, Paul’s words 

don’t make any sense!  The churches Paul founded were far from perfect, and he gently tells us that this is a ―great 

mystery!‖ 

 

It certainly is!  Why would God choose to become a human being, to enter the messiness of our world?  And why 

would God choose from the ranks of the baptized such sinful people to be Church leaders?  Why doesn’t God erase 

human nature with ordination and give us bishops and priests who are wise, strong, sinless?  Yes, this is a great mys-

tery indeed. 

 

Do you also want to leave?  As a priest for thirty-five years, I know that I need the Eucharist desperately.  I need to 

celebrate Mass with this parish family.  I need the forgiveness that comes from Jesus who died for my sins, for our 

sins, and I need the strength that comes from the Body of Christ.  Throughout Mass we recognize over and over that 

we are sinners and utterly dependent on God’s mercy.  We prayed the ancient prayer for forgiveness, the Confiteor 

this morning – forgive me for what I have done and what I have failed to do.  Pope Francis just this past week echoed 

this:  ―The Church has failed its children,‖.  I can never forget that I am sinful, that I can do nothing on my own. We 

can never forget that it is always God’s power at work, not our own; God’s wisdom, not our own; God’s will, and not 

our own.  How we need to celebrate weekly Eucharist together!  Let’s try not to stay away from God’s Table so that 

we can continue to be fed with the living Body and Blood of the Lord.   

 

Did you notice that Peter has the last words of the Bread of Life discourse?   He dares to answer Jesus – ―Where else 

can we go?  You have the words of eternal life!  We are convinced you are the Son of God!‖  Why would Jesus let 

Peter have the last word?  Peter, who until his dying day lived with the shame of denying Jesus Christ three times?  

Peter, who was chosen to be the First Apostle, leader of the men whose successors are 

the bishops?  Really? 

 

Do you also want to leave?  We acknowledge that the Body of Christ, the Church is a 

great mystery, full of sin and saved by the Cross and Resurrection of Jesus.  Let us 

continue with this Eucharist, and thank God that we can be fed together with the Body 

of Christ in the Eucharist -- always aware of the sin around us -- always ready to name 

and fight the cancer of abuse and hurtfulness -- always strengthened not with our own 

power, but with the victorious power of Jesus Christ.  



 
WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR  

SACRAMENTS 
(Please see the Parish Website for full details) 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

SUMMER SCHEDULE STARTS JULY 1:  7:30 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. (and 5pm Saturday) 

 

Daily Mass: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration:  Wednesday, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

Saturday, 4:00pm to 4:45pm.   

Please feel free to call Fr. Frank and make an appointment to celebrate the  sacrament. 

 

Baptism 
We suggest that you contact us before your child is born! Call or email the Parish Office.   

Baptisms are scheduled monthly on the first Sunday throughout the year, and also the third 

Sunday from April to September.  They are held at 1:00 p.m. from September thru June and at 

12 noon during July and August. 

 

Marriage 
 Contact the Parish Office so that we can arrange the marriage interview and set your date. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Call the Parish Office.  
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Today’s Readings 

September 2 
 

Reading 1, Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 

 

Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 15 

 

Reading 2, James 1:17-18, 21-22, 27  

 

Gospel, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 
Next Sunday 
September 9 

 
Reading 1, Isaiah 35:4-7 

 

Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 146 

 

Reading 2, James 2:1-5  

 

Gospel, Mark 7:31-37 

 
 

Music Update 
 

Next weekend, September 9th, we will 

be introducing a new Mass setting for 

the parts of the Mass.  We will begin 

with the Gloria, is  sung up until Ad-

vent.  The “Mass of Joy and Peace,” 

written by Tony Alonso, is found on 

page 206 in the hymnal. 
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Late  Registrations  
are still being accepted. 

 
 

At this time,  
class openings are limited. 

All registration materials are on the parish website.  Please download and print-out.  
The registration forms can be mailed into the Faith Formation Office, or dropped off. 
 
If you would like to talk with the Director, Mrs. Jane Oliva, please email and make an  
appointment (reled@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org) 
 

Catechists are needed in some grade levels.   
Maybe God is calling you to work with our young people!   

Please chat with Jane Oliva! 

 
 

PRESCHOOL IS JUST ABOUT FULL! 
Registration Now Open for 2018-2019!! 

For ages 18 Months to 5 Years Old. 
Flexible schedules available! 

Call us anytime to arrange for a tour!  
We will be happy to answer your questions! 

631-929-3220 
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The Continuing Care Ministry/Consolation 

brings strength and support to 
the parish community at the 
time of death of a loved one.  
They assist the family in choosing 
the readings and music for the 
funeral, leading a wake service, 
and/or assisting at the funeral 

Mass.  
 
Members 
of this  
ministry are compassionate, comforting and able to 
be a presence for those in sorrow.  The Continuing 
Care ministry members are present at Masses,  
often at 10:00 a.m. weekdays.  
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Information Night 
How Does Someone Become a Catholic? 

for Family Members, Friends,  
and Those who have questions about the Catholic Church. 
 

Date:  Wednesday,  
September 26th 
Time:  7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Place:  Church 
Presenter:  Fr. Frank 

 
All are welcome!  Any and all questions welcome! 

 

 

Golden Wedding Liturgy 

Honoring couples married fifty years or more 

 

Sunday, October 21, 2018, 2:30 p.m. 

Church of Christ the King, Commack 

 

Registrations forms are available  

in the Parish Office. 

 

Questions:  call 516-678-5880, ext. 207. 



 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

 

 
Sunday, August 26   $ 5,854.00 

Faith Direct    $ 2,680.03 

Total     $ 8,534.03 

 

 

This time last year: 

Sunday Collection   $ 5,514.50  

Faith Direct    $ 2,499.41 

Total     $ 8,013.91 
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Please consider “automated giving” as you reflect on support of 

our parish family! 
The fruitful ministries at our parish are examples of how 

many of you have answered, and continue to answer, that 

call. To ensure such work can continue requires not only 

gifts of time, but also of financial help. I ask you to prayer-

fully consider supporting our parish with electronic dona-

tions through Faith Direct. You can find paper enrollment 

forms in the parish office, or you can sign up online at 

www.faithdirect.net by using our church code, NY67. 

Special Collections: 

 

9/2    Grammar Schools 

 

9/9    Catholic University 

 

9/23  St. Pius X 

 

9/30  Outreach 
  

2018 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
Goal $47,500 

Pledges $30,470 

Over (Under) ($17,030) 

Donors 113 

Payments $25,742.50 

Percentage of Goal 64.1% 

We are grateful this week for all 
stewards in our parish who 
demonstrate by their generosity 
that they understand God is the 
source of all they are and have.  

 
 

http://www.faithdirect.net
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This Weekend’s Presiders 

 

Saturday, Sept 1 5:00 p.m. 

Fr. Ted Howard 

Sunday, Sept 2, 7:30 a.m. 

Msgr. Bennett 

Sunday, Sept 2, 10:15 a.m. 

Fr. Frank 
  

 

Next Weekend 
REGULAR SCHEDULE RESUMES 

Saturday, Sept 8, 5:00 p.m. 

Fr. Frank 

Sunday, Sept 9, 7:30 a.m. 

Msgr. Bennett 

Sunday, Sept 9, 9:15 a.m.  

Fr. Frank 

Sunday, Sept 9, 11:15 a.m. 

Fr. Frank 

Monday, September 3 , 9 am 

Parishioners of St. John the Baptist 

 

Tuesday, September 4, 9 am 

Helen Sicari 

 

Wednesday, September 5, 9 am   

Rose & Dennis Lynch 

 

Thursday, September 6, 9 am 

Louis Lehe 

 

Saturday, September 8, 5pm 

Eileen & Fred Finter 50th Anniversary 

 

Sunday, September 9, 

7:30am 

Lottie Condzella 

9:15am 

Veronica Barraco & Gerard Andrews 

11:15am 

William Gironda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember  

the faithful departed  

in your prayers, especially 

 

Joseph Carnesi. 
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We are running a little low on some pantry items.  A donation of any of the 

items below would be greatly appreciated 

 

Peggy’s Pantry Needs: 

 Juice 

 Mayonnaise 

 Pasta and Rice Sides 

 Coffee 

 Deodorant 

 Razors 

 
 

 

Due to the limited number of 

volunteers, we will temporarily 

suspend collecting bottles and 

plastics until October 1, 2018. 

 

Thank you for your  

cooperation! 



 

 

 

 

 

For those serving our country in the Military 
Michael Brennan, Patrick Hanley, Jeffrey L. Beilman Jr., Ryan Santiro, Thomas G.  

Verbeeck, Michelle Verbeeck, Joseph DeMonte IV, Nicholas Altman, Michael Anderson, 

Devin Henry, Marielle Verbeeck, Cassidy Vail, Evan Purdy, Sean Tully. 

 

For the Homebound, the Sick and in Hospice Care 
Joan Lambert, Deb Frigon, Carolyn Shipplett, Randy Ball, Elizabeth Wiwczar, Chuck  

Faberzak, Richard Quit, TJ Christian, Jackie Bellitti, Rita Mandrachio, Rosemary DeMonte 
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All are invited to the recitation  
of the Rosary after the 9 am dai-
ly mass and Tuesday 
evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration on the main altar in 

the church every  

Wednesday afternoon, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.   

Please join us for prayer and Adoration! 

2:00 p.m. Rosary for Life;  

3:00 p.m. Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

In Memoriam 

Should you like to donate candles, 

bread, wine for the celebration of the 

Eucharist especially in memory of a 

loved one, please contact the Parish 

Office 631-929-4339, ext. 10. 
All are welcome 
to join the 
monthly healing 
service that takes 

place at 9 a.m. on the first Saturday of every 
month.  You can pray for anyone, including your-
self, who you feel has a need for physical, as well 
as emotional healing. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjfv4GfvpbYAhVKct8KHTvAAyAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D9IQHqpPCK80&psig=AOvVaw1G4rBnyRBFnaZYjDm2c0AN&ust=1513787010066408
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Around our Area and our Diocese 

St. John’s Preschool Positions Open:  Part-time teachers are needed, 
Charismatic Day of Healing: Saturday, September 15, 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  St. 

Francis Church, Greenlawn.  Information:  516-678-5800, ext. 638. 

 

Camp Hope for Grieving Children:  Brookhaven Memorial Hospital 

invites children  ages 4-17 who are grieving the loss of a loved one to Camp Hope 

Day on October 14th, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  For more  

information, please contact Laura Phillips, 631-687-2960.  Registration is required 

by September 14th. 

 

Medicare Meeting:  Riverhead Library, September 14, 12:30 p.m.  

Presentation includes Medicare Basics and options. 

 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. Put 

Christ’s love into your relationship by attending a Worldwide  

Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are Nov 16-18, 2018 in Hun-

tington, NY and Feb 8-10, 2019 in Huntington, NY. For more  

information, call John & Toni Torio at 877-697-9963 or visit them at  

http://www.wwmeli.org. 

 

http://www.wwmeli.org

