
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessings on the Newly Bap-

tized Members  

 

Fourth 

Sunday  

of Lent 

 

 

March 31, 

2019 



Page 2 

Our Vision and Mission Statement 
guides our pastoral planning 

 
Established in 1922, the parish family of St. John the Baptist 

Church welcomes and invites all people to our community,  

especially those in need. Guided by the Holy Spirit we are  

sustained by the Sunday Eucharist, the Word of 

God, and the Sacraments.  All are encouraged to 

share their time, talent and treasure as we grow in 

love through our Catholic faith and the life, death 

and resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Phone:  631-929-4339 

 

Pastor:  Father Frank Schneider, ext. 16      pastor@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Deacon: Fred Finter, ext. 44        deaconfred@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Deacon: Vincent Pozzolano, ext. 45 

Faith Formation Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Oliva, ext. 12     reled@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Outreach Director: Deborah O’Hare, ext. 22      stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com 

Music Coordinator: Liz McNeill (631) 495-8913        emcneill@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Youth Minister:  Michael Clauberg, ext. 18      youth@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Johnston   

Bookkeeper:  Lindsay Finter, ext. 17          lfinter@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Receptionist:  Jeannine Nicosia, ext. 10       office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Preschool  

 Director: Mrs. Gayle Mercurio, ext. 14         preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

 Secretary:  Susan Plattner, ext. 19         preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Maintenance:  Servio Ortiz 

Weekend Priest Assistants:  Father Ted Howard and Msgr. John Bennett 

Parish Outreach Hours:  Tues & Thurs 10am-2pm; Tues 7-8:30pm 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Website:  www.stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 
General Mailbox/Front Desk: ext. 10.   Contact us by email: office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 
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Rice bowls can be  returned 
on Palm Sunday. 

 
 

Lenten Morning Prayer, Mon-Thurs, 8:30 am 
Lenten Daily Mass, Mon-Thurs, 9:00 am 
Stations of the Cross, Fridays, 9:00 am 
Confessions, Saturdays, 4:00-4:45 pm 
and Monday, April 15, 3 pm and 7 pm 

On the Fridays of Lent, Catholics abstain from eating meat.. 

North Shore Clericus Lenten Prayer Services 

Wednesdays at 12:00 noon. 

April 3- North Shore United Methodist Church, Wading River 

                Preacher-Reverend Brock Evans from Wading River Baptist Church 

 

April 10- Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Rocky Point 

                 Preacher-Reverend Jerry Ringenback from St. Anthony’s Church 

 

April 17- April 17-St. Mark’s RC Church, Shoreham 

  Preacher-Reverend Richard Ajer or Reverend Bruce Kaifler  

  from Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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Confirmation Preparations 

 

Confirmation Interviews 

Thursday, April 4th, 4:00 p.m. 

 

Confirmation Retreat 

Saturday, April 6th, 1:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 

 

Confirmation Celebration of Penance 

         Monday of Holy Week, April 15th, 4:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. 
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Bulletin Series 2018-2019 

 

Understanding the 
Mass 

 

28. Sign of Peace 

 
At the sign of peace, worshipers are invited to show their 

peace and love before receiving the Eucharist, which 

accomplishes their unity most perfectly. The nature of the 

sign is to be determined by the culture of the people who 

express it. In the United States, the bishops let local  

communities determine the actions and words. We have no 

set formula or gesture for extending this sign. Most often worshipers will shake hands and say, 

“Peace be with you.” But you may also see them kiss or embrace, wave or flash a two-fingered 

sign of peace. Although today it would seem cold to omit the sign of peace, it is optional.         

Introduced in the 1960s to a bashful church unaccustomed to speaking to one another at worship, 

it broke the silent mood before communion. Now it has become a welcome expression of unity 

among those preparing for communion together in Christ. 

The invitation to extend the sign of peace comes from the deacon. The deacon directs  

posture, gesture, and action in the liturgy. He tells us when to stand or sit, when to leave and 

when to show peace. 

The placement of the sign of peace still confuses some who think it comes too late to say 

hello and too early to say goodbye. However, the purpose of the sign is not to extend a greeting. 

It is to express our love; it foreshadows our communion. It’s like an all-for-one huddle before the 

team charges into play. Team members should have said hello to one other long before. In fact, 

some communities take a few moments before Mass begins precisely to encourage worshipers to 

greet those near them. Such a greeting allows people to feel at home, and it can also be shared by 

catechumens who will be dismissed after the homily. The sign of peace has a purpose deeper 

than a greeting—it expresses the unity of those baptized in Christ. 

When extending the sign of peace, attentive worshipers resist turning it into a break. This 

is not the time to congratulate someone on their anniversary, to set up an appointment, or to    

exchange messages with the servers. It is the time to express peace and love. 

 
Copyright © 2012 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St. #170, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. 
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Summary 
March 20, 2019 

Opening Prayer:  Maria Maxell 

Pastor’s Report:  Fr. Frank reviewed the Five-Year Plan and the goals that we have set for the current 

year (Year II of the plan).  Youth:  Mike Clauberg consulted with teens and parents and Youth Night 

has been moved from Thursday to Monday.  Response has been very positive.  Sunday Eucharist: The 

series on Explaining the Mass is well-received; the weekly series can be found in the archived bulletins 

on the website as well.  The new Mass Setting learned in the fall and has increased our congregation’s 

repertoire for Mass.  Fr. Frank has put together a Welcome Packet for new families and encouraged 

them to participate in the Sunday Eucharist.  Active Participation: The Parish Ministry Guide was  

published and distributed at the Celebration of Ministries in October; it is available on the parish  

website.  A “Stewardship Committee” is in the process of being formed.  Faith Formation:  Through the 

advice of the Faith Formation Focus Group, there are “grade level Masses” throughout the year to  

encourage more participation at Sunday Mass. The young people have been very thoughtful in  

completing their Mass Reflections. Special Needs Faith Formation now meets once a month.  The Child 

Safety Program from the Diocese of Rockville Centre is beginning to be implemented.  Service to the 

Needy:  The Recycling Ministry has new life through new volunteers and we are looking into some new 

ideas about reaching out to those in need.  Stewardship:  The Finance Committee meets at least four 

times a year to keep us on track with facilities maintenance, budget and the parish debt. 

Church Renewal:  The parishioners are positive about moving the tabernacle into the sanctuary and 

designating a more permanent spot for baptisms.  The refurbished cross from the old church has  

received very positive feedback.   The Worship Committee is now looking at renewing the sanctuary 

(the floor is in disrepair) and making the sanctuary more of a focus in our church.  The church doors 

will be repaired/replaced in the coming months. 

100
th

 Anniversary:  The Council members reflected on the various ideas, events and themes that have 

surfaced over the past year of conversations.  The members want to focus on three areas:  Celebrate.  

Renew. Inspire.  During the evening the members worked at reaching consensus about the events that 

will receive most of the resources, time and planning.  We are two and a half years away from the  

Centennial Year and the Council is grateful for the time to give adequate prayer, discussion and  

reflection on what the Jubilee Year will look like.  Feedback from the parishioners can be gathered in 

the months to come to ensure that we are united in our vision of the Centennial. 

Roundtable:  Members are given a chance to share their ideas, feedback from parishioners, etc. 

Next meeting: April 10, 2019 

Pastoral Council Members 2018-2019 

       

     Term Ends 

Rosemary Desimone    8/31/21 

Dr. Barbara Fontana (trustee)   ex officio 

Michele Gaffney    8/31/21 

Kevin Heavey     8/31/20 

Ginny Lutz     8/31/19 

Vinny Manzello    8/31/20 

Maria Maxell     8/31/21 

John O’Hare     8/31/19 

Rich Rossin (trustee)    ex officio 

Jeff Steinbrecher    8/31/19 
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Scrutiny 

Paul Turner 

 Tell people they will face a scrutiny before they 

can join your community, and they will probably say, 

“Thanks, but no thanks.” Boldly, our church expects not 

one but three scrutinies of the elect before their baptism at 

Easter. 

 Scrutinies are rites of self-searching and repen-

tance. When people from another spiritual background 

seek baptism in the Catholic church, they do so by stages. 

First we accept them into the order of catechumens. Then 

as they complete their catechetical formation we enroll 

them among the “elect,” or those chosen for baptism. This 

rite of election generally coincides with the beginning of 

Lent. Three times during Lent the church prays the scruti-

nies to encourage a spirit of repentance among those who 

seek a worthy celebration of baptism. 

 Although scrutinies have returned fairly recently to 

Catholic parishes, they originated early in church history. 

St. Ambrose and St. Augustine celebrated them in the 

fourth and fifth century to mark the spiritual progress of 

the catechumens. The moral preparation of catechumens 

included prayers of exorcism to drive out the spirit of evil 

which kept them from embracing Christ as their light. In 

the scrutinies the church discerned if those exorcisms had 

achieved their effect. Catechumens entered the church, 

stood barefoot on goatskin and renounced evil influences 

all night. Those unworthy of baptism had to wait another 

year for Easter to roll around again. 

 Today’s scrutinies seem less intense. They still 

include an exorcism, in which the priest or deacon prays 

that the spirit of evil may be replaced by the spirit of good. 

Their purpose is not so much to examine the candidates’ 

mental readiness but their spiritual readiness. Scrutinies 

offer the catechumens the support they need to approach 

the waters of baptism worthily. 

 For those who are already baptized, the scrutinies 

invite us to embrace the same spirit of self-searching and 

repentance. At Easter we renew our baptismal promises as 

we see the catechumens baptized. So during Lent we renew 

our repentance as we see the elect scrutinized. The scruti-

nies remind us of the seriousness of our Christian life and 

inspire us to turn from evil and pursue good. They enliven 

our recommitment to Christ at Easter.  
 

Copyright © 2012 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia 

St. #170, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. 

 

“The Scrutinies” 
Blessing and Prayer for Anne, our Elect 

to be Initiated at the Easter Vigil 
3rd, 4th, 5th Sundays of Lent 

at the 11:15 Mass 
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St. John’s Preschool Registration for  
September 2019-June 2020 

Open Registration 

Monday - Thursday 9:30am to 2:30pm 
(or by appointment at any time) 

 
Pre-Kindergarten (4 yr olds)  

M-F  9:00am to 11:45 am 

M/W/F   9:00am to 11:45 am 

T/W/TH 12:00pm to 2:30pm 

 

Nursery (3 yr olds) 

T/TH 9:00am to 11:30 am 

T/TH/F 9:00am to 11:30am 

T/W/TH 12:00pm to 2:30pm 
 

For more information or a tour of our classrooms, please call 

631-929-3220 or visit www.stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Talented Twos (2 yr olds) 

M/F (Wed optional) 

    9:15am to 11:30am 

    

Parent/Toddler (18mths to 2 yrs old) 

Wed   12:00pm to 2:00pm 

 

Grade 8 level Mass: 

March 30th, (Saturday) 5 pm 

 

 

Grade 6 level Mass: 

March 31st (Sunday) 11:15 am 



 
WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR  

SACRAMENTS 
(Please see the Parish Website for full details) 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

 

Daily Mass: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

 

Holydays of Obligation:  posted in bulletin and website 

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

Saturday, 4:00pm to 4:45pm.   

Please feel free to call Fr. Frank and make an appointment to celebrate the sacrament. 

 

Baptism 
We suggest that you contact us before your child is born! Call or email the Parish Office.   

Baptisms are scheduled monthly on the first Sunday throughout the year, and also the third 

Sunday from April to September.  They are held at 1:00 p.m. from September thru June and at 

12 noon during July and August. 

 

Marriage 
 Contact the Parish Office so that we can arrange the marriage interview and set your date. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Call the Parish Office, or speak to Father Frank before/after Mass. 
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February Numbers 

40 families 

33 seniors, 33 adults & 9 children 

Thank you for making it possible for us to help! 

 
Peggy’s Pantry is the largest part of our Outreach Ministry.  We 

thought you might like to know where our food supplies come from.  

We are part of the L.I. Cares Food Network and Island Harvest.  They 

provide us with a substantial amount of the food that we are able to 

give out to our families. (1) Local merchants and farmers. During the school year many schools, 

Scout Troops, and community groups run food drives for our benefit. These are very helpful and   

important supplements to the Pantry.  (2) Parishioners provide some food weekly.  (3) Despite all 

these sources, we sometimes experience shortages in some of the items that we like to keep in the 

Pantry. For this reason, we include a list of the shortages in the parish bulletin each week.  Every 

time you bring to Church one of the items on the Peggy’s Pantry Needs List, you help with these 

shortages. We hope that this is not too much to ask.  We are so grateful for all you do.  (4)  Our  

Recycling Program and our St. Patrick’s Day Gala help with some finances.  Thank you to all of you 

who place your returns in our bin in the upper parking lot.  Pope Francis is calling us to be mindful 

of the poor.  It is our hope that programs like ours help people to answer his call. 
   

  Peggy’s Pantry Needs 

 tea 

 pancake mix and syrup 

 jelly 

 coffee 

 deodorant 

On Tuesday, April 2, the L.I.F.T 

gathering will meet at 7 o’clock 

in the hall and then visit the 

church to do the Stations of the 

Cross led by Linda Bealey .  

After the Stations we return to the hall to continue our meeting and 

enjoy refreshments and each others company.  Hope you can join us. 
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United States Catholic Conference of Bishops 
https://www.usccb.org 

The readings are available in printed form and 
also you can listen to them on audio 

 
 

Catholic Online 
https://www.catholic.org/bible/daily_reading/ 

Deacon Keith Fournier’s video of the readings 

 

  

Mass Presiders 

 

This Weekend:   

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Saturday, March 30, 5:00 p.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, March 31, 7:30 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, March 31, 9:15 a.m.  

Father Frank 

 
Sunday, March 31, 11:15 a.m. 

Msgr. Bennett 

 

 

Next Weekend: 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Saturday, April 6, 5:00 p.m. 

Father Ted Howard 

 

Sunday, April 7, 7:30 a.m. 

Msgr. Bennett 

 

Sunday, April 7, 9:15 a.m.  

Father Frank 

 
Sunday, April 7, 11:15 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 SUNDAY 
 READINGS 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwio8IKI_u3fAhVlUt8KHakoDIcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholic.org%2Fbible%2Fdaily_reading%2F&psig=AOvVaw3ftKFtjY9CKBaoZyo_WOfz&ust=1547579715831858
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLzdG6_u3fAhVSU98KHXLrCW0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.foryourmarriage.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw1fFrtiacHzOPuRrrgX1MsA&ust=1547579872777392


 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

March 24th, 2019  $  6,778.00  

Faith Direct   $  3,075.94 

 Total    $  9,853.94 

 

Outreach    $1,204.00  

       

Last year at this time: 

Sunday Collection  $ 8,260.00 

Faith Direct   $ 2,711.01  

Total     $10,971.01  

 
  

We thank you for your                

generosity! 
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Please consider “automated giving” as you reflect on support of 

our parish family! 
The fruitful ministries at our parish are examples of how 

many of you have answered, and continue to answer, that 

call. To ensure such work can continue requires not only 

gifts of time, but also of financial help. I ask you to  

prayerfully consider supporting our parish with electronic 

donations through Faith Direct. You can find paper 

enrollment forms in the parish office, or you can sign up 

online at www.faithdirect.net by using our church code, NY67. 

Special Collections: 
  
3/31 Catholic Relief Services 

4/07 Easter Flowers 

4/14 Grammar Schools 

4/19 Holy Land 

4/21 Outreach 

4/28 Mother’s Day 

2019 Catholic Ministries 

Appeal 
Goal $47,500 

Pledges $10,510 

Over (Under) ($36,990) 

Donors 47 

Percent of Goal 22.1% 

We are grateful this week for all 
Christian stewards who go to 
confession when they need   
healing and bring others with 
them. Their humility and     
courage shows us all that there 
is no shame in turning to God’s 
Love.   

 
 

http://www.faithdirect.net
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Upcoming Baptism Dates 

 

April 7 

May 5 

May 19 

June 9 

June 16 

Monday, April 1, 9am 

Parishioners of St. John the Baptist 

 

Tuesday, April 2, 9am 

Gregory Spencer Tweed 

 

Wednesday, April 3, 9am 

Katherine Weber 

 

Thursday, April 4, 9am 

John Ryan  

 

Saturday, April 6, 5pm 

John Olmo 

 

Sunday, April 7, 

7:30am 

Christine Mary Culajay 

9:15am 

John Lynch 

11:15am 

Jane Eyring 

 

 

 

 

 
Please remember  

the faithful departed  

in your prayers. 

 

 

May they rest in peace. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

For those serving our country in the Military 
Michael Brennan, Patrick Hanley, Jeffrey L. Beilman Jr., Ryan Santiro,                               

Thomas G. Verbeeck, Michelle Verbeeck, Joseph DeMonte IV, Nicholas Altman,  

Michael Anderson, Devin Henry, Marielle Verbeeck, Cassidy Vail, Evan Purdy,  

Sean Tully, Sean Brady 

 

For the Homebound, the Sick and in Hospice Care 
Elizabeth Wiwczar 
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All are invited to the recitation  
of the Rosary after the 9 am  
daily mass and Tuesday 
evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration on the 

main altar in the church every  

Wednesday afternoon, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.   

Please join us for prayer and Adoration! 

2:00 p.m. Rosary for Life;  

3:00 p.m. Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

In Memoriam 

Should you like to donate the candles, 

bread, wine for the celebration of the 

Eucharist, especially in memory of a 

loved one, please contact the Parish 

Office, 631-929-4339, ext 10. 
All are welcome 
to join the 
monthly healing 

service that takes place at 9 a.m. on the first  
Saturday of every month.  You can pray for  
anyone, including yourself, who you feel has a 
need for physical, as well as emotional healing. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjfv4GfvpbYAhVKct8KHTvAAyAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D9IQHqpPCK80&psig=AOvVaw1G4rBnyRBFnaZYjDm2c0AN&ust=1513787010066408
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Around our Area and our Diocese 

June 6, 2019, Trip to Albany, “March for Life” 

The Knights of Columbus are arranging  

for a bus. More information to follow! 

The Catholic Faith Network, Golf Classic: Monday, May 13th, 2019.  Proceeds from the event enable this important 

ministry of our diocese to continue to provide Catholic Liturgy and Programming to Long Island and beyond, through 

television, web streaming, and social media.  CFN especially provides a unique connection between our diocese and 

our homebound, hospitalized, rehabilitative facility residents, and our military parishioners, both home and abroad.  

This year, Reverend Monsignor James Vlaun is pleased to announce John & Loretta Cameron as event Chairpersons 

and Pat & Marybeth LaFontaine as event Honorees.  Visit CFN’s website at www.CFNtv.org or 

www.catholicgolfclassic.org or contact Dawn-Marie Feiler, at 516-538-8704, ext. 118 or dmfeiler@CFNtv.org  

http://www.CFNtv.org
http://www.catholicgolfclassic.org
mailto:dmfeiler@CFNtv.org

