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Our Vision and Mission Statement 
guides our pastoral planning 

 

     Established in 1922, the parish 
family of St. John the Baptist Church 
welcomes and invites all people to our 
community, especially those in need. 

      Guided by the Holy Spirit we are  
sustained by the Sunday Eucharist, 
the Word of God, and the               
Sacraments.  All are encouraged to 
share their time, talent and treasure 
as we grow in love through our    
Catholic faith and the life, death and 
resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Pastoral Council Members, 2019-2020 

Dan Bealey 

Linda Bealey 

Rosemary Desimone 

Dr. Barbara Fontana (trustee) 

Michelle Gaffney 

Michelle Gallucci 

Kevin Heavey 

Vinny Manzello 

Maria Maxell 

Rich Rossin (trustee) 

Finance Committee, 2019-2020 

Dr. Barbara Fontana, Trustee, ex officio 

Richard Rossin, Trustee, ex officio 

John Dennehy, Chair 

Steven Gallagher 

John Hauser 

Robert Lutz 

Lisa Kelly 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Phone:  631-929-4339 

Pastor:  Father Frank Schneider, ext. 16      pastor@sjbwr.org 
Deacon: Fred Finter, ext. 44         deaconfred@sjbwr.org  
Deacon: Vincent Pozzolano, ext. 45    v7vac@hotmail.com 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Oliva, ext. 12 reled@sjbwr.org  
Outreach Director: Deborah O’Hare, ext. 22      stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com 
Music Coordinator: Liz McNeill (631) 495-8913        emcneill@sjbwr.org 
Youth Minister:  Michael Clauberg, ext. 18      youth@sjbwr.org 
Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Johnston   
Bookkeeper:  Lindsay Finter, ext. 17          lfinter@sjbwr.org 
Receptionist:  Sue Kozakiewicz, ext. 10       office@sjbwr.org  
Preschool    Director: Mrs. Gayle Mercurio, ext. 14 preschool@sjbwr.org 
   Secretary:  Susan Plattner, ext. 19  preschool@sjbwr.org 
Maintenance:  Servio Ortiz 
Weekend Priest Assistants:  Father Ted Howard and Msgr. John Bennett 

Parish Outreach Hours:  Tues & Thurs 10am-2pm; Tues 7-8:30pm 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Website:  www.sjbwr.org 
General Mailbox/Front Desk: ext. 10.   Contact us by email: office@sjbwr.org 
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Diocese of Rockville Centre announces Morning Star Initiative 

       As you may have heard, the Diocese of Rockville Centre has decided to launch a 
bold plan, called the Morning Star Initiative, to revitalize Catholic elementary school 
education on Long Island. The goal of this initiative is to restore a robust Catholic 
culture to the DRVC schools, improve academics, and create a more fiscally sustaina-
ble model for schools.  The Diocese will partner with the Marianists, who have two 
centuries of Catholic educational commitment and expertise. The Diocese has asked 
Brother Thomas Cleary, S.M., President of Chaminade High School, to serve as the 
Chief Revitalization Officer and to spearhead this effort. He will be assisted by his 
fellow Marianists, who will seek feedback and ideas from the full spectrum of those 
with a stake in a revitalized Catholic elementary education, including our parishion-
ers. We value your input, so please share your thoughts.  Please visit the Diocese of 
Rockville Centre’s website at Morningstarinitiative.org  for more information, and 
email morningstar@drvc.org to give feedback or find out more ways to get involved.  

Preschool Registration for September 2020-June 2021 

January 22nd and 23rd, 2020 

For more information, please call 631-929-3220 

Pre-K    4 yr olds 
M/T/W/TH/F - AM 9-11:45 am 
 
Pre-K    4 yr olds 
M/W/F - AM  9-11:45 am 
 
Pre-K    4 yr olds 
T/W/TH - PM  12-2:30 pm 
 
Talented Twos  2 yr olds 
M/F - AM   9:15-11:30 am 
(Optional Wed) 

Nursery   3 yr olds 
T/TH - AM   9-11:30 am 
 
Nursery   3 yr olds 
T/TH/F - AM   9-11:30 am 
 
Nursery   3 yr olds 
T/TH-PM   12-2:30 pm 
T/W/TH-PM   12-2:30 pm 
 
Parent-Toddler  18-36 months 
W-PM   12-2 pm 

mailto:morningstar@drvc.org
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Our next meeting 

is Wednesday, 

February 12, 

2020,  

at 9:45-11:45! 

Scout Sunday 

All our young women and men 

and their families who are in 

the Scouting Movement are  

invited to the 11:15 Mass on 

Scout Sunday, February 2, 2020. 

Please wear your uniform.  Join us for Hospitality in the   

Parish Hall after Mass.  Please consider bringing a baked 

good and dropping it off before Mass (let our coordinator 

know: Erika Oranges, e.oranges@outlook.com)  

Mass Reflection Sheets (Grade 6, 7, and 8) are available on the  
parish website (Faith Formation) 

 
Grades 7 & 8- First Reflections may still be handed in.   

Second Reflections due by 2/25/20. 
Grade 6 Reflections due by Tuesday, 1/21/20 

 
No classes this Sunday, 1/19/20 & Monday, 1/20/20 (MLK Weekend) 

 
Grade Level Masses/Meetings in January/February 2020 

 
 Jan. 22nd – Catechist Christmas/New Year’s gathering 

 7:00 pm in Rooms 3 & 5 – upstairs classroom area 
 

Jan. 26th – Grade 3 Level Mass @ 11:15 am 
 

Feb. 1st – Grade 8 Level Mass @ 5:00 pm 
 

Feb. 5th – Confirmation Candidate & Parent Meeting  
7:00 pm – Downstairs Hall 

 
Feb. 8th – Grade Level Mass – Grade 7 @ 5:00 pm 

 
Feb. 29th – Grade 8 Level Mass @ 5:00 pm 
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Summary 

January 8, 2020 

7:00 p.m.  –  8:30 p.m. 

 

Pastor’s Report: follow up from Roundtable.  The Friendly  
Visitor ministry continues to meet and prepare to launch this 
new outreach to the homebound.  It was suggested the 
“Defensive Driving” be offered and perhaps the Senior Board 
will arrange for this should they choose. 

 

Renewal of Church Interior:  Plans are proceeding to repair the sanctuary floor and back 
wall behind the Cross and Tabernacle and will not interrupt the Mass or sacramental  
schedule. Plans are scheduled during the summer months. Various components have been 
worked on over the past two years.  The Finance Committee will be looking at ways that 
parishioners can participate to support this work inside the church in preparation for our 
100th Anniversary. 

 

 Worship Committee:  “Renewal” component of 100th anniversary.  This past week’s bulletin 
(1/12/20) has a complete summary of the work being done by this group of parishioners. 

 

Oral History Project launch:  John O’Hare is beginning to gather stories, history, memories 
of parishioners.  They will be part of the parish website, journal, media presentation, etc. as 
we get closer to 2021-2022. 

 

Photo Project launch:  Jane Brady is coordinating the effort to collect as many photos and 
memorabilia.  All items will be scanned and returned as soon as possible to parishioners. 

 

Other 100th Anniversary Working Groups:  The Council continues to discuss the year-long 
celebration.  This fall we will invite as many parishioners as possible to help with the      
anniversary on a wide variety of working committees.  It will be part of the “Celebration of 
Ministries” next October. 

 

Church Security: The Council discussed the challenge of security in our three church     
buildings.  We continue to be guided by the diocesan offices. 

 

Roundtable:  members share their ideas.  There was a lively discussion about participation at 
Mass and the variety of ways people do (and do not) sing the hymns during the liturgy.  

 

Next meeting: February 5, 2020 7:00 pm  
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 Holy water will be flowing freely from every font after 

the Easter Vigil this year. Most churches keep holy water on 

hand either in the baptistry or in a separate covered font so 

the faithful have ready access to it. A priest or deacon may 

pray the church’s water blessing at any time of year, but the 

blessing of all blessings happens at the Easter Vigil.  Baptism 

is the sacrament that opens the door to the others and incor-

porates us into the Body of Christ. So solemn is the rite, so 

rich its meaning, that we first bless its water. We pray that 

the Holy  Spirit will vivify the water, making it fit for its holy purpose. 

 Holy water, quite simply, is leftover baptismal water. We set it by the doors of the church 

and bring it to our homes because it will remind us of our baptism.  The water we bless at Easter 

usually doesn’t last the whole year. In the old days, we used to have a second water blessing on 

Pentecost to boost the supply. Now there are several occasions when we bless water. For         

example, a water blessing and sprinkling can replace the penitential rite on any Sunday. On 

those days when the priest walks around sprinkling you with water at the beginning of Mass, 

he’s not just playing games. He’s making the connection between that Sunday and Easter, days 

of baptism, faith, and new life. 

 Other occasions for blessing water include the rite of infant baptism or a prayer service 

just to bless water as found in the Book of Blessings. The blessing should be a public event, not a 

private prayer in the sacristy. That way we can all join in the prayer and the renewal of our    

baptism.   Ideally, the water we bless on Easter will at least last throughout the Easter season. 

During the Easter season we have alternate prayers for the sprinkling that replace Sunday’s  

penitential rite, and for the blessing of water at infant baptism. The prayers assume that we’re 

using water that was already blessed at the Vigil.  Whenever you use holy water, whether    

walking into church, sprinkling your home, or burying the dead, it will always remind us of what 

happens this Easter throughout the church, the baptism that makes us members of the house-

hold of God.            Copyright © 2012 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St. #170, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. 

Paul Turner 

Bulletin Series 2019-2020 
Understanding the Mass 

       51. Holy Water 
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Annual St. Patrick’s 
Day Gala 

Saturday, March 14, 
2020 

Tickets will be on sale in 
the Outreach office and      
Parish Office beginning    
February 1 and after Mass on February 22-23.  
 

Anyone wishing to work on securing and/or           
donating raffles for this fundraiser  

           Please contact the Outreach office.  

Phone 631-929-4339 ext. 22 

Email: stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com 

  

Townhouse Raffle 

Tickets are on sale now at the Parish Office and Outreach Office for the raffle of a 
one week stay in a townhouse in Kissimmee, Florida.  Dates for your stay are based 
on availability. All sales benefit the Outreach Ministry.  The winning raffle ticket will 
be drawn on March 14 at the St. Patrick’s Day Gala.  You do not have to be present 
to win. Tickets are ten dollars each. 

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to the Wading River Fire department for 
the enormous donation of food to Peggy’s pantry. 
Thank you so much for including us in your STUFF-A-BUS 2019 endeavor. The 

“mountain” of food was very much needed.   

 

Peggy’s Pantry Needs… 

 

shelf stable milk 

shampoo 

conditioner 

razors 

        Happy 

 St. Patrick’s Day   
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2019 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
Goal $47,500 

Pledges $26,720 
Over (Under) ($20,780) 

Donors 106 
Percent of Goal 56.3% 

Payments $25,750 
 

Please consider “automated giving” as you reflect on support of our parish family! 

The fruitful ministries at our parish are examples of how many of 

you have answered, and continue to answer, that call. To ensure 

such work can continue requires not only gifts of time, but also of 

financial help. I ask you to prayerfully consider supporting our     

parish with electronic donations through Faith Direct. You can find    

paper enrollment forms in the parish office, or you can sign up 

online at www.faithdirect.net by using our church code, NY67. 

Special Collections:  

 

1/26   Outreach 

 

     “Here I am, Lord; I come to do 

your will.” We are called to be the 

hands of Christ on Earth and are 

called to be His missionaries. How 

can we be God’s missionaries? Well, 

no matter what your state of life is, 

we can all be hospitable to other 

people that we come in contact 

with throughout our week.  

WEEKLY COLLECTION  

Sunday, January 12     $  6,199.00  

Faith Direct     $  2,646.94 

Total                $  8,845.94 

  

This Time Last Year: 

Sunday Collection    $  6,326.00 

Faith Direct     $  2,965.07 

Total       $  9,291.07 

http://www.faithdirect.net
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 Mass Presiders 

 

This Weekend: 

Saturday, January 18, 5:00 p.m. 

Father Ted 

 

Sunday, January 19, 7:30 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, January 19, 9:15 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, January 19, 11:15 a.m. 

Msgr. Bennett 

 

Next Weekend: 

Saturday, January 25, 5:00 p.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, January 26, 7:30 a.m. 

Msgr. Bennett 

 

Sunday, January 26, 9:15 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, January 26, 11:15 a.m. 

Father Frank 

United States Catholic Conference of Bishops 

https://www.usccb.org 

The readings are available in printed form and 

also you can listen to them on audio 

 

 

Catholic Online 

https://www.catholic.org/bible/daily_reading/ 

Deacon Keith Fournier’s video of the readings 

 

 SUNDAY READINGS 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLzdG6_u3fAhVSU98KHXLrCW0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.foryourmarriage.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw1fFrtiacHzOPuRrrgX1MsA&ust=1547579872777392
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwio8IKI_u3fAhVlUt8KHakoDIcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholic.org%2Fbible%2Fdaily_reading%2F&psig=AOvVaw3ftKFtjY9CKBaoZyo_WOfz&ust=1547579715831858


Page 11 

 

Monday, January 20, 9am 

For the Parishioners of St. John the Baptist 

 

Tuesday, January 21, 9am 

Sister Madeline Kanich 

 

Wednesday, January 22, 9am,  

Thomas Flynn 

 

Thursday, January 23, 9am 

Sister Madeline Kanich 

 

Saturday, January 25, 5pm 

James Weir 

 

Sunday, January 26, 

7:30am 

Timothy M. Donnery 

 

9:15am 

Michael Murray 

 

11:15am 

Joseph P. Hedgecock 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember the faithful departed 

in your prayers. 

Margaret Rice 

May she rest in peace. 

Upcoming Baptism Dates: 

February 2 

March 1 

March 15 

April 19 

April 26 
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Youth Ministry Core Team Meeting,  

January 13, 2020 

Summary 

     The Core Team meets regularly to plan the 

schedule of meetings and special events for the 

parish Youth Ministry.  Mike Clauberg and the 

Core Team begin with prayer and reflection, and are dedicated to bringing the    

best we can for our young people.  The meeting on January 13th focused on the 

challenge that youth ministry faces in our parish:  parents/parishioners have made it 

clear that Youth Ministry is essential to St. John’s, while the numbers of young  

people who attend the (weekly) meetings is decreasing.  Moving the meetings from 

Thursdays to Mondays has not been successful. 

     Mike Clauberg and Bob Lutz attended the “Ignite” Conference with others      

involved in youth ministry around the diocese.  The workshop pointed out that 

many families are not regularly practicing Catholics, so young people do not find 

support and encouragement for youth ministry at home.  The involvement of      

parents is integral to successful parish youth ministry.  Other members of the Team 

have visited other parishes/congregations to learn how youth ministry operates.  

Many find that sign-ups, requests, service opportunities for parents and their     

children generate more involvement and commitment. 

     The Core Team felt strongly that our young people love to serve, especially the 

poor and the needy.   The Team brainstormed about how our teens are currently 

serving in our parish of St. John’s:  Summer bible camp counselors, Thanksgiving 

Drive, Christmas Gift Tags, St. Patrick’s Day fundraiser and Knights of Columbus 

events, volunteers/aides and catechists for Faith Formation, helping with Special 

Needs during Faith Formation classes, and all our liturgical ministries, i.e., reader, 

Eucharistic Minister, altar server and usher. 

     Other ideas continue to be surfaced by the Core Team.  These include outreach 

to the schools in our area, education events about teen problems for parents,        

engagement of young people when they experience loss/death.   

     The Core Team re-affirmed how much our young people want to serve. The 

Team will use the next months to gather a variety of service opportunities for     

parents and teens which can be coordinated by our Youth Ministry.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj8_ePq-4PnAhWqm-AKHTbUC88QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://josephcatholic.org/new-page-1&psig=AOvVaw2SSXB6Hi72YE1tPeq4POEf&ust=1579121370501634
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             Bread, wine, altar candles 

   Should you like to donate the candles, bread, wine for the       

celebration of the weekend Eucharist, especially in memory of a  

loved one, please contact the Parish Office, 631-929-4339, ext 10. 

Tabernacle Candle 

The tabernacle lamp indicates that the Blessed Sacrament is present in 

church.  The red candle can be memorialized for the week of your choice. 

Eucharistic Adoration 

The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration on the         
main altar in the church every Wednesday afternoon,  

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
Please join us for prayer and Adoration! 

2:00 p.m. Rosary for Life; 
            3:00 p.m. Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

For those serving in the Military 

Michael Brennan, Patrick Hanley, Jeffrey L. Beilman Jr., 

Ryan Santiro, Thomas G. Verbeeck, Michelle Verbeeck, 

Joseph DeMonte IV, Nicholas Altman, Michael Anderson, Devin Henry, Marielle Verbeeck, 

Cassidy Vail,  Evan Purdy, Sean Tully, Sean Brady, Gregory Walter 

 

For the Homebound, the Sick and in Hospice Care 

Elizabeth Wiwczar, John Ryan, Robert Tirello 
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SACRAMENTS 
(Please see the Parish Website for full details) 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
Summer Masses (last Sunday of June thru Labor Day), Sat, 5:00 p.m., Sun, 7:30 & 10:15 
 
Daily Mass: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 
 
Holydays of Obligation:  posted in bulletin and website 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
Saturday, 4:00pm to 4:45pm.   

Please feel free to call Fr. Frank and make an appointment to celebrate the sacrament. 
 

Baptism 
We suggest that you contact us before your child is born! Call or email the Parish Office.   

Baptisms are scheduled at least once a month (Sunday) throughout the year.   
For more information please visit the parish website (under “Sacraments”). 

 

Marriage 
 Contact the Parish Office so that we can arrange the marriage interview and set your date. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Call the Parish Office, or speak to Father Frank before/after Mass. 

WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR  
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Around our Area and our Diocese 

Eastern Vicariate 

Bishops Robert Coyle & Emil Wcela 

  

  

Church of Saint John the Evangelist 

246 St. John’s Place 

Riverhead, NY 11901 

Sunday, January 26, 3:00PM 

  
Afternoon of Prayer with 

Special Guest Speaker – 

Bishop Emil Wcela. 
Former rector and scripture professor at 

the Seminary of the Immaculate  
Conception 

The Diocese of Rockville Centre 

celebrates 

“Sunday of the Word of God” 

January 25-26, 2020 

       Clergy and laity are invited to participate in the vicariate celebrations 

of the new celebration instituted by Pope Francis, “Sunday of the Word 

of God,” which will be celebrated around the world for the first time on  

Sunday, January 26, 2020. Parishes will have their own celebrations at 

Masses; our auxiliary bishops will offer the people of the diocese a 

chance to celebrate this special day on a bigger scale. Please join us for 

one of these inspiring celebrations! 


