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Our Vision and Mission Statement 
guides our pastoral planning 

 

     Established in 1922, the parish 
family of St. John the Baptist Church 
welcomes and invites all people to our 
community, especially those in need. 

      Guided by the Holy Spirit we are  
sustained by the Sunday Eucharist, 
the Word of God, and the               
Sacraments.  All are encouraged to 
share their time, talent and treasure 
as we grow in love through our    
Catholic faith and the life, death and 
resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Pastoral Council Members, 2019-2020 

Dan Bealey 

Linda Bealey 

Rosemary Desimone 

Dr. Barbara Fontana (trustee) 

Michelle Gaffney 

Michelle Gallucci 

Kevin Heavey 

Vinny Manzello 

Maria Maxell 

Rich Rossin (trustee) 

Finance Committee, 2019-2020 

Dr. Barbara Fontana, Trustee, ex officio 

Richard Rossin, Trustee, ex officio 

John Dennehy, Chair 

Steven Gallagher 

John Hauser 

Robert Lutz 

Lisa Kelly 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Phone:  631-929-4339 

Pastor:  Father Frank Schneider, ext. 16      pastor@sjbwr.org 
Deacon: Fred Finter, ext. 44         deaconfred@sjbwr.org  
Deacon: Vincent Pozzolano, ext. 45    v7vac@hotmail.com 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Oliva, ext. 12 reled@sjbwr.org  
Outreach Director: Deborah O’Hare, ext. 22      stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com 
Music Coordinator: Liz McNeill (631) 495-8913        emcneill@sjbwr.org 
Youth Minister:  Michael Clauberg, ext. 18      youth@sjbwr.org 
Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Johnston   
Bookkeeper:  Lindsay Finter, ext. 17          lfinter@sjbwr.org 
Receptionist:  Sue Kozakiewicz, ext. 10       office@sjbwr.org  
Preschool    Director: Mrs. Gayle Mercurio, ext. 14 preschool@sjbwr.org 
   Secretary:  Susan Plattner, ext. 19  preschool@sjbwr.org 
   Preschool Phone: 631-929-3220 
Maintenance:  Servio Ortiz 
Weekend Priest Assistants:  Father Ted Howard and Msgr. John Bennett 

Parish Outreach Hours:  Tues & Thurs 10am-2pm; Tues 7-8:30pm 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Website:  www.sjbwr.org 
General Mailbox/Front Desk: ext. 10.   Contact us by email: office@sjbwr.org 
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Preschool Registration for September 2020-June 2021 
is currently underway. 

For more information, please call 631-929-3220 

Pre-K    4 yr olds 
M/T/W/TH/F - AM 9-11:45 am 
 
Pre-K    4 yr olds 
M/W/F - AM  9-11:45 am 
 
Pre-K    4 yr olds 
T/W/TH - PM  12-2:30 pm 
 
Talented Twos  2 yr olds 
M/F - AM   9:15-11:30 am 
(Optional Wed) 

Nursery   3 yr olds 
T/TH - AM   9-11:30 am 
 
Nursery   3 yr olds 
T/TH/F - AM   9-11:30 am 
 
Nursery   3 yr olds 
T/TH-PM   12-2:30 pm 
T/W/TH-PM   12-2:30 pm 
 
Parent-Toddler  18-36 months 
W-PM   12-2 pm 

Our next meeting 

is Wednesday, 

March 11, 2020,  

at 9:45-11:45! 

Presenter: 

Fr. Frank 

People and Places of the Holy Land 

(photos from his 18 trips) 
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  Linus Ministry 

 The Linus Ministry will be meeting 

this Thursday, February 20.  This 

group meets on the third Thursday 

of the month from 10 am to 12 noon 

from September through June.  The 

members crochet, quilt and knit 

blankets for those who are ill and/or 

homebound.  The ministry consists 

of people whose skill level ranges 

from beginner to expert.  You can 

contact the Outreach Office at 631-

929-4339 ext. 22 

An Invitation  

 

Tickets for  

Joseph & The Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat  
Performance at Theatre Three  

on March 18th @ 2 p.m. 

go on sale starting February 15th thru March 1st  
after all masses. 

 

Cost per ticket $20. 

 

There are only 30 tickets on reserve  
so buy while they last! 
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Mass Reflection Sheets (Grade 6, 7, and 8) are available on the                        

parish website (Faith Formation) 

Grades 7 & 8- First Reflections may still be handed in.                                      

Second Reflections due by 2/25/20. 

Grade 6 Reflections are now due.  There is one more reflection due by      

4/28/20 on any mass attended between now and then. 

 

Grade Level Masses/Meetings in February  

Feb. 26th – Ash Wednesday Family Service- 4:30 pm in church  
     Wednesday students go straight to church at 4:30 pm with a family member 

(Catechists will be present for attendance purposes only) 
 

Feb. 27th – Grade 7 Retreat 4:30-7:30 pm- Downstairs Hall 
 

Feb. 29th – Grade 8 Level Mass @ 5:00 pm 
 

Home Study Families – Second “drop off” of materials is now due. 
**February 16th  - 22nd – No Faith Formation Classes    

 
                                 Classes resume Sunday, February 23rd 

 

This year Ash Wednesday is February 26th.  

Ashes are distributed during Masses and Services. 

Mass:  9:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

Services:  12 noon and 4:30 p.m. 

(More Lent information in next weekend’s bulletin) 
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February 5, 2020 
Summary 

Selecting Sunday Music  
and Encouraging Participation 

     Liz McNeill, the parish Music Director, came for the 
first part of the council meeting.  Liz talked about how 
music for the Sunday liturgies is selected and how we 
encourage participation.  The Sunday music is chosen 
with three requirements:  (1) the music and the Sunday 

Scripture readings for the day are connected, (2) special instructions in the Roman Missal are   
followed, and (3) the music is in the Gather Hymnal so that everyone has the music “in their 
hands” and can participate.  Liz selects the music in blocks of Sundays for 2 months, and shares 
the selections with cantors and musicians so that they can prepare in advance.  There are         
materials that help make the music selections:  the hymnal company (GIA) has written materials 
for appropriate hymns that match the readings and well as the psalm settings. 

The goal is that we respect the integrity of the Catholic Mass and respect the congregation so 
that all can participate, contribute and feel uplifted in prayer. 

 The congregation has a wide variety of tastes.  Some like traditional music; others prefer 
contemporary music.  It just a reality that “not everyone can be pleased with every selection all 
the time.”  The Gather Hymnal contains both types of hymns.  The weekly selections can be a mix 
of both types of hymns that are contained in our hymnal.  Repetition is avoided week-to-week; 
unless, repetition is called for (e.g., a particular Lenten hymn as the focus of the season, a psalm 
settings that is repeated in the Sunday Scripture Readings for several consecutive Sundays).  Liz 
calls this mix of types of hymns a “puzzle” – trying to match the readings, the taste of the         
congregation, the difficulty level of the music, and the hymns available in the hymnal so that  
people have the words “in their hands.” 

 The Mass Settings are another area where there are choices.  (The “parts” sung are the 
Gloria, Alleluia verse, Sanctus, Memorial Acclamation, Great Amen and Lamb of God).  When the 
Roman Missal was re-translated (2012) the congregation learned a new setting and sang it for 
many years.  The Worship Committee listened to many settings which are found in the Hymnal.  
We are learning new settings now with the goal of using different music to highlight the liturgical 
seasons (e.g., Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, etc.). 

 Finally, Liz encourages feedback from the congregation.  While there are always different 
tastes, feedback helps with selections, reactions to new hymns that are being tried, and choral 
pieces that are sung by the Adult and Children’s Choirs. 

 The Council members thanked Liz for her presentation.  Many members shared that        
they thought the music was chosen “on the spot” from week to week and did not realize the             
preparation and the requirements for Sunday music selections. 



Page 7 

Our parishioners have wonderful 
stories about St. John the Baptist Parish!  These stories 
are the life of our parish!  Will you share with us some 

of your personal and families stories? 

 Feel free to write something down: drop it off before 
Mass, leave it in the office, 

email, etc. 

 Or set up a time to talk with 
John O’Hare who is coordinating 

this Jubilee project! 

jdpohare5@gmail.com 
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SACRAMENTS 
(Please see the Parish Website for full details) 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
Summer Masses (last Sunday of June thru Labor Day), Sat, 5:00 p.m., Sun, 7:30 & 10:15 
 
Daily Mass: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 
 
Holydays of Obligation:  posted in bulletin and website 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
Saturday, 4:00pm to 4:45pm.   

Please feel free to call Fr. Frank and make an appointment to celebrate the sacrament. 
 

Baptism 
We suggest that you contact us before your child is born! Call or email the Parish Office.   

Baptisms are scheduled at least once a month (Sunday) throughout the year.   
For more information please visit the parish website (under “Sacraments”). 

 

Marriage 
 Contact the Parish Office so that we can arrange the marriage interview and set your date. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Call the Parish Office, or speak to Father Frank before/after Mass. 

WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR  
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A chair is more than a piece of furniture. It can also 

symbolize the person who sits there. In many homes a 

family member has a preferred chair, and others won’t 

sit there out of respect. In offices, in boardrooms and 

even at the dining room table, some seats are just sacred. 

At church the presider’s chair is more than a chair. It 

symbolizes the priest. He doesn’t just sit there. He 

stands there to lead the assembly in prayer. The priest 

who presides at Mass stands at the chair for the opening rites, sits in the chair for the 

Scripture readings and may stand at the chair again for the communion prayer and 

concluding rites. He may also preach from the chair if he wishes. 

A typical sanctuary contains three distinct areas designated by furniture: the     

altar, the ambo, and the chair. The altar gathers us together for the Eucharistic prayer, 

the heart of the Mass. The ambo holds the Scriptures for the Liturgy of the Word. The 

presider’s chair focuses our attention at the beginning and at the end of the service   

because it establishes the role of one who leads us in prayer. 

In the early church, the chair was positioned in the apse behind the altar. When 

the altar was moved to the back wall, the chair was relocated to one side of the      

sanctuary, facing the opposite side. 

Today the presider faces the assembly from the chair. It may be placed against 

the back wall. In churches where the tabernacle occupies that space the chair should 

stand to the side. The presider’s chair should not seem too remote from the assembly 

because the priest is not a performer to be watched but a leader engaged with all those 

gathered together. Ideally the position and structure of his chair identifies the priest as 

one with the people, yet also as their leader. 

 

Copyright © 2012 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St. #170, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. 

Paul Turner 

Bulletin Series 2019-2020 
Understanding the Mass 

55. Presider’s Chair 
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January Numbers: 
56 families:  27 seniors, 63 adults & 24 children 
Thank you for making it possible for us to help! 

  St. Patrick’s Day Gala 

Saturday, March 14th, 
6:15-10:30 PM 

Tickets Are On Sale Now  

after masses beginning February 22-23                  
and in the offices. 

Dinner: 

Corned Beef and Shepherd’s Pie, Wine, Beer, Soda 

Entertainment 

The Irish Band Fiddler’s Green; Step Dancers from the Inishfree School of Irish 
Dance 

$35/person.  No tickets available at the door. 
If you have a group of eight, we’ll reserve a table in your name. 

Raffles 

Anyone wishing to donate prizes for the raffles should call us at 929-4339 ext. 22. 
We also need people to solicit prizes from our local merchants. 

Townhouse Raffle 

Tickets are on sale now at the Parish Office and Outreach Office for the raffle of a 
one week stay in a townhouse in Kissimmee, Florida.  Dates for your stay are based 
on availability.  All sales benefit the Outreach Ministry.  The winning raffle ticket will 
be drawn on March 14 at the St. Patrick’s Day Gala.  You do not have to be present 
to win. 
         Peggy’s Pantry Needs 
         Mac/cheese 

Rice sides 

Tuna 

Laundry soap 

Happy  

St. Patrick’s Day 
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 Mass Presiders 

This Weekend: 

Deacons Preach 

Saturday, February 15, 5:00 p.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, February 16, 7:30 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, February 16, 9:15 a.m. 

Msgr. Bennett 

 

Sunday, February 16, 11:15 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Next Weekend: 

Saturday, February 22, 5:00 p.m. 

Father Ted 

 

Sunday, February 23, 7:30 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, February 23, 9:15 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, February 23, 11:15 a.m. 

Msgr. Bennett 

United States Catholic Conference of Bishops 

https://www.usccb.org 

The readings are available in printed form and 

also you can listen to them on audio 

 

 

Catholic Online 

https://www.catholic.org/bible/daily_reading/ 

Deacon Keith Fournier’s video of the readings 

 

 SUNDAY READINGS 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLzdG6_u3fAhVSU98KHXLrCW0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.foryourmarriage.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw1fFrtiacHzOPuRrrgX1MsA&ust=1547579872777392
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwio8IKI_u3fAhVlUt8KHakoDIcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholic.org%2Fbible%2Fdaily_reading%2F&psig=AOvVaw3ftKFtjY9CKBaoZyo_WOfz&ust=1547579715831858
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2019 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
Goal $47,500 

Pledges $26,720 
Over (Under) ($20,780) 

Donors 106 
Percent of Goal 56.3% 

Payments $25,750 

Please consider “automated giving” as you reflect on   

support of our parish family! 

The fruitful ministries at our parish are examples of how many of 

you have answered, and continue to answer, that call. To ensure 

such work can continue requires not only gifts of time, but also of 

financial help. I ask you to prayerfully consider supporting our  parish with electronic donations 

through Faith Direct. You can find    paper enrollment forms in the parish office, or you can sign 

up online at www.faithdirect.net by using our church code, NY67. 

Special Collections:  

2/23    Outreach 

2/26    Ash Wednesday for the Poor   

 

       The First Reading today tells us 

that we have a simple choice: to  

follow God or not. Sometimes, 

however, we may not know what 

God is asking of us or we may be 

tempted to choose to disobey God. 

This week, ask the Lord in prayer to 

show you the way.  WEEKLY COLLECTION  

Sunday, February 9     $  6,414.00  

Faith Direct     $  2,702.18 

Total                $  9,116.18 

 

This Time Last Year: 

Sunday Collection    $ 6,233.00  

Faith Direct     $ 2,573.87  

Total       $ 8,806.87 

  

http://www.faithdirect.net
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Monday, February 17, 9am 

Maryann Traina 

 

Tuesday, February 18, 9am 

For the Parishioners of St. John the Baptist 

 

Wednesday, February 19, 9am,  

Carol Ryan 

 

Thursday, February 20, 9am 

Vincent Palumbo 

 

Saturday, February 22, 5pm 

Frank O’Reilly 

 

Sunday, February 23:  

7:30am 

Kenneth Durish 

 

9:15am 

Russell Fontana 

 

11:15am 

Kyle Kolakowski 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember the faithful departed 

in your prayers. 

May they rest in peace. 

Upcoming Baptism Dates: 

March 1 

March 15 

April 19 

April 26 

May 3 

May 17 
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             Bread, wine, altar candles 
   Should you like to donate the candles, bread, wine for the       
celebration of the weekend Eucharist, especially in memory of a  
loved one, please contact the Parish Office, 631-929-4339, ext 10. 

 

Tabernacle Candle 

The tabernacle lamp indicates that the Blessed Sacrament is present in 
church.  The red candle can be memorialized for the week of your choice.  

 
All memorials are published in the bulletin. 

Eucharistic Adoration 

The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration on the main altar  
in the church every Wednesday afternoon,  

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
Please join us for prayer and Adoration! 

2:00 p.m. Rosary for Life; 
            3:00 p.m. Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

For those serving in the Military 

Michael Brennan, Patrick Hanley, Jeffrey L. Beilman Jr., 
Ryan Santiro, Thomas G. Verbeeck, Michelle Verbeeck, 

Joseph DeMonte IV, Nicholas Altman, Michael Anderson, Devin Henry, Marielle Verbeeck,  
         Cassidy Vail,  Evan, Purdy, Sean Tully, Sean Brady 

 

For the Homebound, the Sick and in Hospice Care 

Elizabeth Wiwczar, John Ryan, Robert Tirello, Thomas Mongiello, Daniel Wiwczar 
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Around our Area and our Diocese 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter:  "Just so, your light must 
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your heavenly Father." Let the light of your marriage 
sacrament shine for all by attending a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are: 

  May 1-3, 2020 in Huntington, NY and  

  June 26-28, 2020 in Huntington, NY.  

For more information, call John & Toni Torio at 877-697-9963 or visit them at 
https://wwmenyli.org/. 

Everyone counts/Census 2020 

Why does the Census matter? 

    About  $675 billion reasons. The distribution of more than $675 billion in    
federal funds, grants, and support to states, counties, and communities are 
based on census data. That money is spent on schools, hospitals, roads, public 
works and other vital programs. 

https://wwmenyli.org/

