
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessings on the Newly Bap-

tized Members  

 

 

Fourth Sunday  

of Advent 

December  23, 2018 

 

Christmas 

December 25, 2018 
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PASTORAL STAFF 

Phone:  631-929-4339 

 

Pastor:  Father Frank Schneider, ext. 16      pastor@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Deacon: Fred Finter, ext. 44       deaconfred@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Deacon: Vincent Pozzolano, ext. 45 

Faith Formation Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Oliva, ext. 12    reled@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Outreach Director: Deborah O’Hare, ext. 22     stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com 

Music Coordinator: Liz McNeill (631) 495-8913       emcneill@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Youth Minister:  Michael Clauberg, ext. 18     youth@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Johnston   

Bookkeeper:  Lindsay Finter, ext. 17         lfinter@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Receptionist:  Jeannine Nicosia, ext. 10      office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Preschool  

 Director: Mrs. Gayle Mercurio, ext. 14        preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

 Secretary:  Susan Plattner, ext. 19         preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Maintenance:  Servio Ortiz 

Weekend Priest Assistants:  Father Ted Howard and Msgr. John Bennett 

Parish Outreach Hours:  Tues & Thurs 10am-2pm; Tues 7-8:30pm 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Website:  www.stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 
General Mailbox/Front Desk: ext. 10.   Contact us by email: office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Our Vision and Mission Statement 
guides our pastoral planning... 

 
Established in 1922, the parish family of  

St. John the Baptist Church welcomes and invites 

all people to our community, especially those in 

need. Guided by the Holy Spirit we are sustained by the  

Sunday Eucharist, the Word of God, and the Sacraments.  All are  

encouraged to share their time, talent and treasure as we grow in 

love through our Catholic faith and the life, death and resurrection 

of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Christmas  
Schedule 

 
 

Christmas Eve: 

   
4:00 in church  

with Msgr. Bennett 

 

   4:00 in the hall 

            with Fr. Frank 

 

         9:15 music concert  

(organ, choir, brass)  

before Mass 

10:00 Solemn Mass with  

Fr. Frank 

(with choir, brass, and  

incense will be used) 

 

 

Christmas Day: 

 
 9:15 with Msgr. Bennett 

11:15 with Fr. Frank 

Christmas       
    Flowers 
 

 

Would you like to make a donation  
            toward Christmas flowers  
                    in memory of  or  
            for the special intentions of  

a loved one? 
 

If  so, please fill out the form below and either drop it in 
the collection basket at Mass, mail it, or bring it to the 
Parish Office.  The suggested offering is $30 and can be 
made until Monday, December 31. 

 

Please accept my  
Christmas flower donation of $30.00. 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY. 
Names will be listed in the bulletin after the  
New Year.  Be sure to note whether this is a  

special intention or a memorial. 
 

In memory of :  

_____________________________
_____________________________ 
 

for the intentions of : 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Donation given by: 
 

Name  _____________________  

Phone  _____________________ 

Email  _____________________ 
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A Merry Christmas to all the members  

of St. John the Baptist parish family! 

 

May the peace and joy of the Christmas Season 

be with you and all your loved ones! 

 

Thank you for the privilege of serving you as pastor, 

and for your prayers and support. 

 

 

 

2018 Christmas Pageant 
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Bulletin Series 2018-2019 

 

Understanding the 

Mass 
 

16. 

Tabernacle 
 

Start up a discussion about the tabernacle and be prepared for 

strong feelings. It ranks right up there with topics like a balanced 

budget and the designated hitter rule. 

 The reason is simple. The tabernacle houses the Eucharist. The Eucharist is the Body and 

Blood of Christ. Jesus Christ is God. Catholics before a tabernacle quickly find themselves at the     

nucleus of their faith. 

 Tabernacles got their start for a very practical reason. Christians prized the Eucharist, so central 

to their faith. If some member was unable to participate in the weekly gathering because of illness, the 

healthy community sent a representative to the home to bring part of the sacred meal to its ailing 

member. We continue this custom today when communion ministers bring communion to the sick. 

 To make the idea work, it became necessary to create a place to store the Eucharist. The       

tabernacle was born. Earlier, the community simply consumed the Body and Blood of the Lord at  

every Eucharist, except for what they brought immediately to the sick. Later, as Christians realized 

that the tabernacle housed the most precious object of our faith, a devotion grew up around the       

tabernacle itself as a place for divine worship. It made sense, but the original idea was to reserve  

communion for the sick, not to foster adoration. Gradually, the tabernacle began to serve a further 

function. It provided extra hosts for Mass. When communion time came, the priest could always rely 

on the reserves in the tabernacle. First a storehouse for the sick, then an object of adoration, now it 

became a source of feeding the community gathered for Mass. 

 To bring it down home, the tabernacle began as a medicine chest, became an heirloom, and 

ended up as a refrigerator. No wonder people disagree about where it should be placed in the church. 

 Its primary purpose remains the same—to keep communion for the sick. Secondarily, it        

deserves our devotion, but apart from the celebration of Mass. We should avoid feeding the faithful 

who attend Eucharist from the contents of the tabernacle. The tabernacle serves the sick at home; the 

altar serves the assembly at church. 
 

[NOTE:  We plan to move the tabernacle to the center of the sanctuary during 2019.] 
 

Copyright © 2012 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St. #170, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. 

 

Paul Turner 
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To parents of young children: 
  

May we suggest….RELAX! 
God put the wiggle in children. 

Don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. 
All are welcome! 

  
Sit towards the front where it is easier for your little ones  

to see and hear what is going on at the altar. 
They tire of seeing the backs of others! 

  
Quietly explain the parts of the Mass and actions  

of the priest, choir, and other ministries. 
Help them find the hymns and prayers in the hymnals and booklets. 

Sing the hymns, participate in the liturgy and pray. 
Children learn about worship and liturgical behavior by copying you. 

If you have to leave Mass with your child, feel free to do so,  
but please come back. 

  

As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me…” 
Remember that the way we welcome children in church  

directly affects the way they respond to the church,  
to God and to one another. 

Let them know that they are at home in his house of worship. 
  

To the members of our parish: 
The presence of children is a gift to the church  

and a reminder that our parish is growing.   
Please welcome our children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. 

 
 

We hope you and your family feel welcome in church! 
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We are happy to join with the other parishes of our Diocese and  

introduce a new program for our children and parents in Grades 1 

through 6.  “Think First & Stay Safe”.  This new program is part of 

our on-going commitment to ensure safe environment for our children.  

The sessions are designed for young people and involve the parents 

(who will receive the “Parent Guide” to help them). 

Introducing 
Special Needs Faith Formation 

For more information or questions, please contact  
the Special Needs Faith Formation Coordinator,  

Janet Donnery, chever929@aol.com,  
631-929-4715 

 
Our next Hospitality Weekend is January 6th.   

Please join us for fellowship and food 
 after the 9:15 and 11:15 Masses! 

 
Thank you to all  Christmas Angels!  

 
We want to thank you for turning our Parish Hall into a  

distribution center for poor and needy in our area.  You have 

shared the joy of this Christmas season.  Our parish is blessed 

with the generosity of those who provided over 122 stockings 

and 215 gifts! 

Pastoral Council 
now have name badges! 

 
 The members of the Pastoral Council are eager  

to hear from you!  Feel free to chat with them, give 
 feedback, let us know “how we’re doing!” 

NAME OF COUNCIL MEMBER 



 
WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR  

SACRAMENTS 
(Please see the Parish Website for full details) 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

 

Daily Mass: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

 

Holydays of Obligation:  posted in bulletin and website 

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

Saturday, 4:00pm to 4:45pm.   

Please feel free to call Fr. Frank and make an appointment to celebrate the sacrament. 

 

Baptism 

We suggest that you contact us before your child is born! Call or email the Parish Office.   

Baptisms are scheduled monthly on the first Sunday throughout the year, and also the third 

Sunday from April to September.  They are held at 1:00 p.m. from September thru June and at 

12 noon during July and August. 

 

Marriage 
 Contact the Parish Office so that we can arrange the marriage interview and set your date. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Call the Parish Office, or speak to Father Frank before/after Mass. 
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  Registration for St. John’s Preschool  
for the coming year ,  

September 2019-June, 2020 
January 22nd and 23rd, 2019 
Look for information in our 

January bulletin! 
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Today’s Readings 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
Reading 1, Micah 5:1-4 
 
Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 80 
 
Reading 2, Hebrews 10:5-10 
 
Gospel, Luke 1:39-45 
 

Next Sunday 
Feast of the Holy Family 

 
 
Reading 1, Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 
 
Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 128 
 
Reading 2, Colossians 3:12-21 
 
Gospel, Luke 2:41-52 
 
 

  

Mass Presiders 

 

This Weekend 

Saturday, Dec 22, 5:00 p.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, Dec 23, 7:30 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, Dec 23, 9:15 a.m.  

Msgr. Bennett 

 

Sunday, Dec 23, 11:15 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

(See page 3 for 

12/25 Mass presiders) 

 

Next Weekend 

Saturday, Dec 29, 5:00 p.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, Dec 30, 7:30 a.m. 

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, Dec 30, 9:15 a.m.  

Father Frank 

 

Sunday, Dec 30, 11:15 a.m. 

Msgr. Bennett 

New Year’s Day we will celebrate a 
special parish family mass at 
10:15!  A great way to start 2019 
with the Eucharist! 



 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

 
Sunday, December 16th  $ 6,333.00 

Christmas Flowers   $ 1,298.00 

Faith Direct    $ 2,842.35 

Total     $10,473.35 

 

 

 

This time last year: 

Sunday Collection   $ 7,149.00 

Faith Direct    $ 3,149.95 

Total     $10,298.95 
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Please consider “automated giving” as you reflect on support of 

our parish family! 
The fruitful ministries at our parish are examples of how 

many of you have answered, and continue to answer, that 

call. To ensure such work can continue requires not only 

gifts of time, but also of financial help. I ask you to  

prayerfully consider supporting our parish with electronic 

donations through Faith Direct. You can find paper 

enrollment forms in the parish office, or you can sign up 

online at www.faithdirect.net by using our church code, NY67. 

Special Collections: 
  
 

12/25  Christmas 

12/25  Christmas for the Poor 

 

1/1/19  New Year’s/Mary Mother 

of the Lord 

 

 

2018 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
Goal $47,500 

Pledges $32,784 

Over (Under) ($14,716) 

Donors 118 

Payments $32,539 

Percentage of Goal 69% 

We are grateful this week for all 
stewards in our parish who     
have the courage to follow the 
example of Mary by listening to 
God’s voice and saying “yes” to 
the tasks to which they have 
been called.  

 
 

http://www.faithdirect.net
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Upcoming Baptism Dates 

January 6 

February 3 

March 3 

March 17 

April 7 

April 21 

Tuesday, December 25, Christmas Day 

9:15 and 11:15 

The Parishioners of St. John the Baptist 

 

Wednesday, December 26, 9 am   

Dorothy Pfeifer 

 

Thursday, December 27, 9am 

Mary Bratta 

 

Saturday, December 29, 5pm 

Robert Sommer 

 

Sunday, December 30: 

7:30am 

William G. Condzella & Mary Condzella 

9:15am 

Nancy Cullen 

11:15am 

Donald Thomas 

 

New Year’s Day: 

10:15 am 

 
The Parishioners of St. John the Baptist 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember  

the faithful departed  

in your prayers. 

 

Otto Tubito 

 

May he rest in peace. 



 

 

 

 

 

For those serving our country in the Military 
Michael Brennan, Patrick Hanley, Jeffrey L. Beilman Jr., Ryan Santiro, Thomas G.  

Verbeeck, Michelle Verbeeck, Joseph DeMonte IV, Nicholas Altman, Michael Anderson, 

Devin Henry, Marielle Verbeeck, Cassidy Vail, Evan Purdy, Sean Tully, Sean Brady 

 

For the Homebound, the Sick and in Hospice Care 
John Delaney, Beth Lewis, Deb Frigon, Carolyn Shipplett, Randy Ball, Chuck Faberzak, 

Elizabeth Wiwczar 
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All are invited to the recitation  
of the Rosary after the 9 am  
daily mass and Tuesday 
evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration on the 

main altar in the church every  

Wednesday afternoon, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.   

Please join us for prayer and Adoration! 

2:00 p.m. Rosary for Life;  

3:00 p.m. Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

In Memoriam 
The altar bread and wine for this              

weekend’s celebration of the Eucharist 

have been donated by  

Tom & Dotty McKnight  

in thanksgiving for 50 years of marriage.  All are welcome 
to join the 
monthly healing 

service that takes place at 9 a.m. on the first  
Saturday of every month.  You can pray for  
anyone, including yourself, who you feel has a 
need for physical, as well as emotional healing. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjfv4GfvpbYAhVKct8KHTvAAyAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D9IQHqpPCK80&psig=AOvVaw1G4rBnyRBFnaZYjDm2c0AN&ust=1513787010066408


       Page 15 

Around our Area and our Diocese 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter:  “Conduct yourself to please God.”  Renew your 

marriage and attend a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next  

Weekends are Feb 8-10, 2019 in Huntington, NY and Apr 26-28, 2019 in  

Huntington, NY. For more information, call John & Toni Torio at 877-697-9963 or 

visit them at https://wwmenyli.org/. 

 

 

 

Parish Ministries Guide 

 
now available on the parish website: 

www.st.johnthebaptistchurch.org 

 

All parish ministries and groups are featured! 

In the new year ahead, think about becoming more involved and sharing 

your time and talent! 

Thanks to your generous response to parish  
stewardship, we are able to update our parish signs! 
 
  A special thank you to Rick Searle and his assistant, 
Deana, for their help with the project, and to Sean 

Walter for presenting at the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

https://wwmenyli.org/

