
       1488 NORTH COUNTRY ROAD                                    

       WADING RIVER, NY 11792 

       631-929-4339 Fax: 631-929-6961 

       www.stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 18, 2016 

 

The angel of the Lord 
appeared to him  
in a dream and said,  
 
“Joseph, son of David,  
do not be afraid  
to take Mary your wife 
into your home!” 



Office Hours:                                                

Monday - Thursday, 9:00-5:00  

Pastor:  Father Frank Schneider, ext. 16   pastor@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Deacon: Fred Finter,  ext 17    deaconfred@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Deacon: Vincent Pozzolano, ext. 45 

Faith Formation Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Oliva, ext. 12  reled@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org  

Outreach Director: Deborah O’Hare, ext. 22  stjohnsparishoutreach@gmail.com 

Associate Coordinator: Michael D’Onofrio 

Music Director: Mrs. Elizabeth McNeill (631) 495-8913emcneill@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Preschool Director: Mrs. Gayle Mercurio, ext. 14 preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org   

Continuing Care : Barbara Tubito-Megara, ext. 18 continuingcare@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Pastoral Asssitant: Barbara Johnston, ext. 13   

Bookkeeper:  Lindsay Finter    office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Preschool Secretary/Front Desk:  Susan Plattner preschool@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

Maintenance:  Servio Ortiz 

Contact us by email:     office@stjohnthebaptistchurch.org 

 

SACRAMENTS 

 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

Saturday 5:00 p.m.  and Sunday at 7:30, 9:15 and 11:15 

Daily Mass Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.  

Holyday of Obligation: 8:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday - 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
Saturday, 4:00pm to 4:45pm.   

Please feel free to call Fr. Frank and make an appointment to celebrate the  sacrament. 

 

Baptism 
 We suggest that you contact us before your child is born! Call or email the Parish Center.  Baptisms are 

scheduled monthly on the first Sunday at 1:00 pm.  In the spring and summer we also celebrate        

baptisms on the third Sunday.   

 

Marriage 
 Contact the Parish Center so that we can arrange the marriage interview and set your date. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Call the Parish Center.  
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Come be part of decorating our church  
for Christmas!! 

 
All parishioners, especially families and children are invited to 

help Father Frank and the Worship Group to decorate! 
 

This Sunday, December 18th 
1:00 p.m. in church 

 
Please call Fr. Frank or email so that we have an idea of how 

many folks are coming, and we can assign you a special “job”!! 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Christmas Eve Masses:   
4:00 in the Church with Bishop Nelson Perez   

4:00 in the Hall  with Fr. Frank, our pastor 
6:30 (Fr. Frank) 

“Midnight Mass”:  11:00 p.m.(Fr. Frank) 
 

Christmas Day Masses: 
9:15 and 11:15  (Fr. Frank) 

 
New Year’s Eve Mass: 5:00 p.m. (Fr. Ted) 

New Year’s Day Masses:  7:30, 9:15, 11:15 (Fr. Frank) 
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Parish Outreach — The 
2016 Giving Tree 

We want to thank 

you for turning our 

Parish Hall into a 

distribution center 

for our annual Giv-

ing Tree!  Thanks to 

you, many people in 

need have been helped.  You have 

shared the joy of this Christmas sea-

son and we in Peggy’s Pantry and 

Outreach are grateful for your gener-

osity.  You provided over 375 gifts.  

We cannot tell you how much we ap-

preciate what you do.  We also thank 

you for your generosity in today’s 

collection which will help us in pro-

viding food, emergency assistance, 

and special Christmas meals. 

 

Peggy’s Pantry 

 Jarred sauce 

 razors 

 deodorant 

 pancake mix 

 coffee 

 cocoa 

 ketchup 

 canned peas 
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1305 meals served 

150 Baskets Distributed 

Some People are Wondering... 
 

“Does the Catholic Church gives us any directions  
about where to put the Christmas Crèche?” 

 

Yes.  The bishops of the United States have explained that the crèche is to be in 

a place that is available for prayer and devotion.  The celebration of the Sacrifice 

of the Mass is primary, and the altar is to be free of any distractions, including 

flowers or other objects placed in front of the altar. 

 

Following this directive, you will see that our 

Christmas Crèche is placed against the side wall 

near the statue of the Blessed Mother, with room 

for prayer before or after the celebration of Mass. 

CHRISTMAS K of C MAGNETS  

AVAILABLE 

As we go through Advent we are constantly 

reminded that we need to “Keep Christ in 

Christmas.” The Council has car magnets 

available. We are selling these for $3 each. If 

you want one, please contact 

our Financial Secretary, 

Robert Lutz 631-924-6396 or 

email bg108lv@aol.com. 

 

 

 

Classes will be held                      

December 18th, 19th, 20th, 

and 21st and will resume 

Tuesday, January 3rd. 

mailto:bg108lv@aol.com
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Parish Weekly Calendar 

 

Children’s  

Christmas Pageant 

Last Saturday,  

December 10th, 2016 

We will have 

more photos in 

our Christmas  

bulletin next 

Sunday!!! 
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Fr. Frank’s Reflections, Third Sunday of Advent 

December 11, 2016 

 
The Third Sunday of Advent brings the Church’s invitation to 

“Rejoice!  The Lord is near!”  What a great scene of joy and 

life many of us experienced on Saturday night at the Children’s 

Christmas Pageant! The young people were so full of              

enthusiasm and earnestness as they took on their roles in the 

Story of the Birth of the Savior.  And their joy and enthusiasm 

will increase exponentially as Christmas approaches! 

That joy and delight seem to diminish as we get older and as 

our lives unfold in unexpected ways — this time of year can be 

very hard for many of us.  Perhaps we are struggling with 

“getting that Christmas Spirit” and wondering if we will “get” 

it this year.  Not so easy to “Rejoice” as we mourn our losses and disappointments, our illnesses and crosses.  The readings 

help us discover where the glimmers of Joy might lie for us. 

Matthew’s gospel, chapter 11, describes John the Baptist in the darkness and joylessness of prison.  He has a surprising      

question for Jesus, relayed through his messengers:  “Are you the one, or do we look for another?”  Like many of us, John the 

Baptist, our patron, has his doubts and questions.  Isn’t John the one who pointed out the Lamb of God?  Who baptized the 

Lord and experienced that Voice from the heavens?  How could he have these doubts?  Jesus does not give a direct answer to 

the question (so often he doesn’t give direct answers, and leaves us free to answer questions for ourselves!).  What do see and 

hear?  The lame walking, the deaf hearing, the dead being raised!  What do you and I see and hear when we look at our own 

lives and how God has stepped in time and time again to bring healing, reconciliation, new life?  

We are invited to stir up our memories and imaginations and savor the blessings that God has 

given, and will give to us!   

The Letter to James offers us another piece of the “puzzle.”  Patience.   We want God to         

intervene now, bring us more joy and peace now.  Most often we discover that God’s timetable is 

vastly different than our own.  As we wait for the coming of the Lord into our lives, how much 

we all need patience.  And James adds a wonderful reminder about how impatience affects us:  

“And do not complain about one another!”  Don’t we  so  

easily take out our impatience on those we love, spread the blame around — and complain? 

During this Season of Advent and the two weeks that remain before the Nativity of the Lord, 

let’s pray that we can receive this invitation for true Joy — remembering the workings of God 

throughout our lives, renewing our hope that God is always true to God’s promises, and waiting in holy patience with those 

whom we love! 

Come, Lord Jesus! 

Are you new to St. John the Baptist parish? 
 
Please sign up for our email list on the parish 
website, and contact us so that we can                 
register you as part of our Parish Family! 
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Readings for Christmas 2016 
 

Isaiah 7:10-14 
Psalm 24:1-6 
Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-24  

 

Christmas Masses and Presiders  

are listed on Page 3 of this  

week’s bulletin. 

 

 

Next Weekend’s Presiders 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 

Saturday, December 31, 5pm 

Fr. Ted Howard 

Sunday, January 1, 7:30 am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, January 1, 9:15 am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

Sunday, January 1, 11:15 am 

Fr. Frank Schneider 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, December 19th, 8:30 am 

Catherine Schlick (Family) 

 

Tuesday, December 20th, 8:30 am 

Parishioners of St. John the Baptist 

 

Wednesday, December 21st, 8:30 am 

Ralph R. Clanton Jr. (Camille, Barry, &       

Barry Jr.) 

 

Thursday, December 22nd, 8:30 am 

Timothy Buckley (Pat & Pam Mulcahy) 

 

Saturday, December 24th 

5PM 

Christmas Eve 

 

Sunday, December 25th 

Christmas Day 

 

 

Thank you to our Good Stewards! 
 

December 11th, 2016  $ 5,887.00 

Faith Direct    $ 2,208.48 

Total     $ 8,095.48 

 
Diocese Collections: 

Elderly Religious $1,594.00 

 

 

$48,800.00 Goal 

$29,465.00 Payments 

$31,880.00 Pledges 

 Please return 
your Commit-

ment Card, as a 
gesture that we 

are all     re-
flecting on how 

we can share our blessings through 
our time, talent, and treasure! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjYtJTlrfHQAhXG6yYKHQ9DDYYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fallen99%2Fnativity-scene%2F&psig=AFQjCNHeDjNtmWcvBfGMkCjnh_Ph9dpJDg&ust=1481724961344281
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Stewardship 2016 
 

Thank you to the many parishioners who have 
returned their Commitment Card! 

 

Maybe you are asking “Why complete the card?” 

 

At this time of year we are invited to reflect on God’s gifts and how we can re-

spond with generous and joyful lives.  Stewardship is Discipleship — following 

Jesus Christ with our hearts, souls, minds and strength.  Completing the card is a 

simple gesture that shows we have prayerfully reflected on our prayer, worship, 

service and parish giving.  It is a quiet sign that we are committed to making St. 

John’s a strong parish family.   

 

 

Cards can be placed in the box in the Gathering Area, dropped into the collection basket, and returned in the 

mail using the envelope from the parish mailing. 

 

 

Let’s pray for everyone in our parish family, that we may all be joyful disciples, good stewards!! 

St. John the Baptist, pray for us. 
   

SUMMARY OF THE NOVEMBER 30th MEETING: 
 

Sunday Mass and Environment:  Update from the Worship Reflection Group.  John 

O’Hare gave a summary of the 4 meetings of the “WRG”.  Ruminating about the          

layout of the sanctuary and looking at ways to make it simpler and less distracting, 

including movements of the liturgical ministers.  Christmas environment will be           

enhanced and during the Advent there will be a progression towards the solemnity of 

the Nativity of the Lord.  We are working at involving more young people in the liturgy, and John will be training 

young readers after the beginning of the year. 

 Stewardship Update:  Rich and Barbara, our two trustees, are ex officio members of the Finance                

Committee.  They explained to the council how stewardship is about discipleship, expressing our faith in action 

and giving.  The Council has gotten very good feedback from both the weekends when the Finance members and 

Council members gave their reflections.  All agreed that what was shared was “real,” and more importantly,             

people feel “more connected” to the parish family of “real people.”  Fr. Frank emphasized that, although the parish 

is in a Budget Crisis, stewardship is about owning our faith and the “money” is not the primary concern at all. 

 Youth:  At our last meeting the consensus was that the young people need to “own” youth ministry, and 

that we need to find ways to LISTEN to our young people as our first step.  Fr. Frank has been consulting with 

young ministry people and shared a Questionnaire that has been used successfully with young people.  The council 

liked the questionnaire (with a few suggestions).  The most important aspect is who are the facilitators They need 

to be young people themselves who bring enthusiasm and a concrete connectedness to young people.  Our FIRST 

STEP will be to use the Questionnaire with the 7th and 8th grade faith formation classes, and schedule a gathering 

for home-schoolers and high schoolers.  Fr. Frank will contact some facilitators and work with Jane Oliva.  We 

should have an initial report by our next meeting on December 14th. 



Prayers for the Sick 

 

Peter Meechan, Liz Gerosa, Joan Lambert, 

George  Sroczynski, Zach Abrucci, Lorian 

McGrory, John Alles, Julia Coleman, Jeff 

Coletto,  Joseph DeMauro, Joyce DeMauro, 

Laura LoBianco, Jocelyn Feggins, Devin Ri-

zopoulos, George Fox, Maxwell Tester, Jack 

Celentano, Barbara Kaspar, Liam McGuire, 

Givanni Bernaudo, Fiona Mooney, Jane Eyring, 

Marie Donovan,   Sister Betty Maschka, Flor-

ence Carnesi, Susan Novak, Richard Quit, Joe 

Columbo, Lin Richburg, Patricia Slewinski, 

Rosemary DeMonte, Jillian Brown, TJ Chris-

tian, Rita Mandracchio, Dennis McWilliams, 

Grace Smith, Dottie Simone, Grace Orlando, 

James Pearson,  

 We are happy to pray for your loved ones 

who are ill and will include their names for 

about 6 weeks, unless you let us know oth-

erwise. May the healing touch of Jesus be 

with them!* 

Prayers for the Military 
Michael Brennan, Carl Kendrick Jr., Patrick Hanley, 

Jeffrey L. Beilman Jr.,Ryan Santiro, Thomas G. Ver-

beeck, Michelle Verbeeck, Joseph DeMonte IV, 

Nicholas Altman, Michael Anderson,Devin Henry, 

Marielle Verbeeck, Cassidy Vail 
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Have you recently gotten engaged?  
 

Congratulations on this amazing moment in your lives!  Please call Fr. Frank or a deacon 
as soon as possible, so that we can help you set your wedding date here in your parish of 
St. John the Baptist! 

 
In order to set the date, we need to have 

the "formal  interview" required by the 
Catholic Church.   
 

When we meet, we can also talk about 
marriage preparation, your rehearsal, and 
all the details that go into your wedding. 

 
And please count on our prayers during 

this blessed time of your  Engagement -- 
your wedding here will be a joyful,                 
beautiful event! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=eucharistic+adoration&view=detailv2&&id=4AB8D8950782981B841E73260344373DBCEEAFE0&selectedIndex=13&ccid=uiGnYyEF&simid=608025043752520796&thid=OIP.Mba21a76321056a72adddb7a6e52bfbb2o0
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Around our Area and our Diocese 

Our parish community is proud to be part of the local towns and part of  the 

Diocese of Rockville Centre.  The following items were sent  to the parish to 

be shared with all our parishioners.   

 

 Suffolk County Senior Advocates:  Senior Advocates will educate seniors 

on benefits they may be eligible for and assist them in applying for those 

benefits.  For more information, please call them at 631-853-8255 (website: 

www.suffolkcountyny.gov/aging). 

 

 Employment Opportunity: The Parish Outreach at St. Hugh of Lincoln in 

Huntington Station is in need of a part-time bilingual secretary (fluent   

Spanish a must).  For consideration, please send your resume with cover   

letter to  Outreach@sthugh.org/yary@sthugh.org .  Please reference Out-

reach Secretary in the subject line in your email. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our Academic Honors students! 

 

 
The parish is notified by ome of our Catholic High Schools about Academic Honors. 

Below have recently received honors: 

 

 

St. Anthony’s High School 

Matthew Lusak and Taylor Morrell 

 

Chaminade High School 

Jack Santini 

 

 

mailto:Outreach@sthugh.org/yary@sthugh.org

