
St. John the Baptist Parish 

Pastoral Council 

January 25, 2017 

Summary 

ALL MEMBERS PRESENT 

Prayer:   Elenore 

Review of Last Meeting’s Summary (All)  [attached to the email sent]:  no comments 

Pastor’s Report and News:  We are beginning a new Advisory Group for Faith Formation in light of our 2 
focuses for the year (Youth and Sunday Mass).  Youth ministry consultation is half-completed.  Worship 
Reflection Group has evaluated Christmas mass and environment and plans improvements for next year.  
It is now focusing on Lent and Triduum.  They are meeting tomorrow night. 

Review of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 2016:  Very positive feedback from people about masses 
and the enhanced environment.  Adjustments to the mass schedule discussed.  The 4:00 vigil mass will 
begin at 4:00 both in church and the hall.  The 6:30 may be moved to 6:00.  Council members thoroughly 
discussed the Mass at Night which for the past few years was at 11:00.  It could be moved to 9:30 or 
10:00 in the hope of more families considering it for Christmas mass.  We also need to be attentive to 
those who find the Midnight mass-at-midnight part of their Christmas tradition.  The Worship Group will 
make recommendations at their next meeting. 

Parish Vision and Mission Statement:  Vinny has been working on this and will shared some of his ideas 
as we move forward.  Ginny and Linda also drafted their own mission statement and shared it with the 
council.  Council members had viewed parish websites and read through some of the mission 
statements.  The Council feels that having an “outsider” as facilitator will be helpful, especially that as 
many people as possible can feel included in the mission statement, a solid sense of “ownership.”  We 
may also think about the uniqueness of our parish under the patronage of St. John the Baptist and how 
it impacts our mission (prepare the way, repent, decrease so Christ increases, behold the Lamb of God, 
etc.).  Fr. Frank will speak with Dr. Pedersen for some further direction.  We also need a Vision 
Statement. 

June 4, 2017:  Duck Pond Day:  A lively discussion about how we can as a parish participate more.  The K 
of C and Preschool have had booths.  Can we coordinate our efforts so that we have more of a presence 
there?  We need to keep in mind that the day is primarily for children and young families as we plan.  
The council was enthusiastic about Jim’s offer to gather a marching band under the sponsorship of the 
parish.  This year we probably are not ready to march, build a float, etc.  We also will look into using the 
7:30 mass as a “blessing for the runners” and the 11:15 as “come to mass, and then walk down to Duck 
Pond Day…”  



Pastoral Plan:  first step:  The Council will look through the Listening Session report and each member 
will come up with five General Goals for the next five years.  We will “brainstorm” at the next meeting. 

Pastor Installation:  The council was not aware the pastors are formally installed.  No one remembered 
having one before.  We will think about a possible date/mass with a parish gathering afterwards. 

Roundtable:  (1) Working with Riverhead about the traffic (2) K of C not in a position to sponsor a 
communion breakfast at this time (3) K of C will be offering Lenten pins the First Sunday of Lent (4) Is 
there a place for the handicapped to sit and receive Communion? (5) Can we encourage people to keep 
the church clean and free of papers, etc.? (6) Can we think about ideas for Scout Sunday which is the 
middle of February? (7) Communion breakfast is a nice idea and we can think about a fee and a speaker 
(8) We are in need of EM’s, especially at the 9:15 mass. 

 

The meeting closed at 9:10 p.m. 

 

Next meeting February 15th.  Prayer?? 


