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Pastoral Council 

November 30, 2016 

SUMMARY 

Present:  all members except Elenore LaPorta who was excused. 

Prayer:   Linda 

 Review of Last Meeting’s Summary (All):  People have some questions about how to communicate with 
the council.  We thought it a good idea to add “Roundtable” to the end of our agenda this evening. 

Pastor’s Report and News:  The parish Thanksgiving Mass was attended by close to 200 people.  Well-
received was having the children participate in the blessing of the food.  Many families and children 
were present.  At the last meeting the Council talked about ideas of how to make our parish “more of a 
family” and surfaced the idea of bringing children around the altar at the Our Father.  Fr. Frank has 
followed this suggestion and it is “catching on” at the 9:15 and 11:15 masses. Several Council members 
noted that people are pleased that Father is doing this. 

 

Sunday Mass and Environment:  Update from the Worship Reflection Group.  John O’Hare gave a 
summary of the 4 meetings of the “WRG”.  Ruminating about the layout of the sanctuary and looking at 
ways to make it simpler and less distracting, including movements of the liturgical ministers.  Christmas 
environment will be enhanced and during the Advent there will be a progression towards the solemnity 
of the Nativity of the Lord.  We are working at involving more young people in the liturgy, and John will 
be training young readers after the beginning of the year. 

Stewardship Update:  Rich and Barbara, our two trustees, are ex officio members of the Finance 
Committee.  They explained to the council how stewardship is about discipleship, expressing our faith in 
action and giving.  The Council has gotten very good feedback from both the weekends when the 
Finance members and Council members gave their reflections.  All agreed that what was shared was 
“real,” and more importantly, people feel “more connected” to the parish family of “real people.”  Fr. 
Frank emphasized that, although the parish is in a Budget Crisis, stewardship is about owning our faith 
and the “money” is not the primary concern at all. 

Youth:  At our last meeting the consensus was that the young people need to “own” youth ministry, and 
that we need to find ways to LISTEN to our young people as our first step.  Fr. Frank has been consulting 
with young ministry people and shared a Questionnaire that has been used successfully with young 



people.  The council liked the questionnaire (with a few suggestions).  The most important aspect is 
WHO ARE THE FACILITATORS.  They need to be young people themselves who bring enthusiasm and a 
concrete connectedness to young people.  Our FIRST STEP will be to use the Questionnaire with the 7th 
and 8th grade faith formation classes, and schedule a gathering for home-schoolers and high schoolers.  
Fr. Frank will contact some facilitators and work with Jane Oliva.  We should have an initial report by our 
next meeting on December 14th. 

Roundtable:  We went “around the table” and the following surfaced:  The atmosphere at Christmas 
Midnight mass is very important.  Folks ask about the Tabernacle off to the side and not at the center of 
the sanctuary.  Be aware on the Questionnaire that teens communicate differently than adults.  
Empower the youth and it WILL happen (e.g., the scouts).  What about Coffee Hour after the 9:15 mass?  
When there is the Stewardship Ministry Fair, FOLLOW UP is critical.  Use youth for service at the Coffee 
Hour.   There are many positive comments in the community about the changes at St. John's since 
Father Frank has become pastor. 

 

Closing Prayer (Fr. Frank) 

Next meeting:  December 14th.  Prayer - Vinny 


